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Introduction

The River Nile is one of the most important sources of water for Egypt, Sudan
and Ethiopia. For Egypt it provides 95% of water needed for different purposes
vital to life in Egypt, as for, Sudan it is also a very important source of
agriculture and drinking water. Ethiopia, also the water issue is related to their
national dream for development and prosperity.

Egypt has depended on the River Nile as a source of water supply, since
ancient history. The fact that the River Nile is shared by other countries in the
African continent has created concerns between those countries.

Proposals to build a dam at the source of the River Nile in Ethiopia have been
made for years. Ethiopia actually started to build the renaissance Dam in May
2011, and since then it has been a controversial occurrence regarding the
negative impact it would have on both Egypt and Sudan, mainly manifested in
water supply shortage.

The three main countries afflicted by the building of this dam will have
drastic consequences. For many years’ negotiations have been happening
regarding agreements on the terms of building the dam, as it will have
consequences on all three countries.

Since negotiations started there has been no plan announced to the public
regarding the reservoir Rilling rate which has now posed a problem. Ethiopia is
now proposing a plan to Rill the dam within a three-year period, while Egypt
is insisting on a seven-year plan in order to reduce the serious consequences on
Egypt’'s water supply.

The Dam is a $4 billion project becoming the core of Ethiopia’s effort to
become Africa’s largest power provider. The Dam is meant to be fully
functioning by 2022. Because of the rising gap between water demands and
supply, water shortage is increasing. Resulting in more pressure, arguments,
and disagreements, over the span of time it will take to Rill the reservoir, which
came to a dead end.

Ethiopia and Egypt are clearly disagreeing, through the statements of both
countries, while it does not seem like Sudan will back up Egypt during further
negotiations.



Actually, Egypt has the right of veto according to an agreement with Great
Britain in 1929. The document gave Egypt the right to veto projects that will
affect the level of the reservoir of the water that would affect its water share
( Mourad & Fahmy, 2019).

Moreover, the Ethiopian side didn’t make any consideration for this
agreement and took advantage from the unstable situation in Egypt during the
2011 revolution and started to build the Dam.

Many online Egyptian and Sudanese and Ethiopian newspapers are covering
this problem intensely since then. This is the main reason why the researcher
have chosen this topic in order to analyze the content of these three online
newspapers during the year 2018 and 2019 and make a comparison between
them in relation to their national interest.

An overview of the Problem of Water Scarcity in general focusing on the
Developing Countries

Water scarcity is define as the lack of sufficient available water resources to
meet the demands of water usage within a region.

It already affects every continent and around 2.8 billion people around the
world at least one month out of every year.

More than 1.2 billion people lack access to clean drinking water. Water scarcity

involves water stress, water shortage or delicits, and water crisis. Water
scarcity is being driven by two converging phenomena: growing freshwater use
and depletion of usable freshwater resources. Water scarcity can be a result of
two mechanisms: physical (absolute) water scarcity and economic water
scarcity, where physical water scarcity is a result of inadequate natural water
resources to supply a region's demand, and economic water scarcity is a result
of poor management of the sufficient available water resources.

According to the United Nations Development Programme, the latter is found
more often to be the cause of countries or regions experiencing water scarcity,
as most countries or regions have enough water to meet household, industrial,
agricultural, and environmental needs, but lack the means to provide it in an
accessible manner.

The reduction of water scarcity is a goal of many countries and governments.
The UN recognizes the importance of reducing the number of people without
sustainable access to clean water and sanitation.



The Millennium Development Goals within the United Nations Millennium
Declaration state that by 2015 they resolve to "halve the proportion of people
who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water.

Water scarcity in developing countries

Water issues in developing countries include scarcity of drinking-water, poor
infrastructure for water access, Rloods and droughts, and the contamination of
rivers and large dams has become a major issue recently. Over one billion
people in developing countries have inadequate access to clean water. Millions
of women spend hours every day collecting water, 2.6 billion people lack access
to sanitation, and 1.8 million children die each year from diarrhea. Barriers to
addressing water problems in developing nations include poverty, education,
climate change, and poor governance.

People need fresh water for personal care, agriculture, industry, and commerce.
The 2019 UN World Water Development report notes that about 4 billion
people, representing nearly two-thirds of the world population, experience
severe water scarcity during at least one month of the year. With rising demand,
the quality and supply of water diminishes.

Water use has been increasing worldwide by about 1% per year since the
1980s. Global water demand is expected to continue increasing at a similar rate
until 2050, accounting for an increase of 20-30% above 2019 usage levels. The
steady rise in use has principally been led by surging demand in developing
countries and emerging economies. Per capita water use in the majority of
these countries remains far below water use in developed countries—they are
merely catching up.

Agriculture (including irrigation, livestock, and aquaculture) is by far the
largest water consumer, accounting for 69% of annual water withdrawals
globally. Agriculture's share of total water use is likely to fall in comparison
with other sectors, but it will remain the largest user overall in terms of both
withdrawal and consumption. Industry (including power generation) accounts
for 19% and households for 12%.

The scarcity of fresh water resources is an important issue especially in
Northern and Southern Africa, the Middle East.

Economic water scarcity applies to areas that lack the Riscal resources and/or
human capacity to invest in water sources and meet local demand.
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An overview on the Climate change and its effect on the water issue in the
African continent

Recently Climate change has been one of the most important topic covered by
almost all different online newspapers and on the media in general all over the
world as it is related to sea and water levels, agriculture, rain and ecosystem.

Climate change is a long-term change in the statistical distribution of weather
patterns over periods ranging from decades to millions of years. Climate change
may be limited to a specikic region or may occur across the whole Earth.

The causes of climate change can be divided into two categories, human and
natural causes. It is now a global concern that the climatic change occurring
today have been speeded up because of man’s activities.

The natural variability and the climate Rluctuations of the climate system have
always been part of the Earth’s history, however there have been changes in
concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere growing at an
unprecedented rate and magnitude (Krishan Kaltra,2008).

The United Nations, governments and many top scientists around the world
believe that we must act now to stabilize and arrest further changes.

To understand climate change fully, the causes of climate change must be Rirst
identikied. Scientists divide the causes into two categories, natural and human
causes.

The Earth’s climate is inkluenced and changed by natural causes like volcanic
eruptions; ocean current, the earth’s orbital changes and solar variations,
whereas, agriculture, deforestation are human causes of climate change.

The impact of climate change can be tremendously affecting the atmosphere,
biosphere, sea and water levels, agriculture, temperature, rain, ecosystem,
forestry....etc. When it affects the natural systems then directly or indirectly
affects the living being in turn.

This Climate change has its effect globally, and many if not all of the African
countries will be affected as well.



The Importance and aims of the study

This research tries to analyze the treatment of the content of the three online
newspapers and compare them regarding the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
dam in relation to of their national interest.

Operational DeCinitions
1. Water scarcity:

Water scarcity is the lack of freshwater resources to meet demand. One-
third of the global population (2 billion) live under conditions of severe
water scarcity at least 1 month of the year. Half a billion people in the world
face severe water Scarcity all year round.

2. Global Problem and Water scarcity:

Water scarcity and pollution are persistent global problems. According to
End Water Poverty, some 663 million people around the world have
absolutely no reliable access to clean, safe water year-round. ... Our daily
consumption of water affects future supply, of course.

3. Global Water Crisis:

Globally, 844 million people lack access to clean water. Without clean, easily
accessible water, families and communities are locked in poverty for
generations. Children drop out of school and parents struggle to make a
living.

Women and children are worst affected because they are more vulnerable
to diseases from dirty water, women and girls are often bear the burden of
carrying water for their families each day.

4. Importance of clean water:

Access to clean water changes everything; it's a stepping-stone to
development. When people gain access to clean water, they are better able
to practice good hygiene and sanitation. Children enjoy good health and are
more likely to attend school. Parents put aside their worries about water-
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related diseases and lack of access to clean water. Instead, they can water
crops and livestock and diversify their incomes.

5. Water stress:

While the concept of water stress is relatively new, it is the difficulty of
obtaining sources of fresh water for use during a period and may result in
further depletion and deterioration of available water resources. Water
shortages may be caused by climate change, such as altered weather
patterns including droughts or Rloods, increased pollution, and increased
human demand and overuse of water.

6. water crisis:

A water crisis is a situation where the available potable, unpolluted
water within a region is less than that region's demand.

7. Water Resource Management:

Water resource management is the cornerstone for sustainable
development. According to the United Nations world water development
report, one-Rifth of the world’s population lives in areas characterized by
physical water scarcity (Xu et al. 2018).

The increase of water demand concomitantly with water scarcity is a
common threat for humanity; it is expected to be worse in the future.
Almost half of the world population will be living in area with high water
stress by 2030 (United Nation Department of Economic and Social Affairs
2012). Thus, potential water resources need to be monitored with care for
strategic management.

Literature Review of the Previous Studies

According to Guerra and Reklaitis (2018) Population growth and economic
development cause significant increase in agricultural and industrial demand
for water. Recently, they have addressed the growing vulnerability to both
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availability and quality of water sources. They stated that “the vulnerability of
energy systems to water utilization constraints could be mitigated by the
effective design and implementation of water management strategies.”

According to Al Saidi ( 2017) The integration of wastewater quality and
vulnerability into the design and planning of water management strategies are
needed. Numerous researchers have addressed the strategic topic of water
resource management, especially for agriculture (Al-Saidi 2017; Christ and
Burritt 2017; Gao et al. 2017; Liu et al. 2017; Nguyen et al. 2018; Ross 2017;
Skouteris et al. 2018; Zhou et al. 2017).

It is well known the agriculture accounts for more than two thirds of the global

water use (Kraiem et al. 2014). This situation may induce severe water crisis
and all waters even those of bad quality have to be valued and stored.
Therefore, integrated water management is one of the pillars of sustainable
development. In this context, the 2nd ICIEM conference aimed at exchanging
relevant experiences, up-to-date scientikic research, and Rindings carried out all
over the world to protect and preserve the environment through rationalizing
water resources.

More than 300 participants attended this event to share new Rindings and
discuss the potential applications of such new processes that can be turned out
to viable technique for sustainable development.

This thematic issue includes selected papers from the conference acting in the
Rield of water resources. They have, undoubtedly, contributed to deeper
knowledge on the current researches and achievements in the broad Rield of
water resources.

The main aspects are the following: water quality and sustainable use,
integrated water resources management, assessment of groundwater
vulnerability, the quantity and quality of water streams, the potential for the
treatment of these waters for recycle and/or benelicial reuse and the
economics of such treatment strategies and management of irrigation water
and durability.

According to Elhadad, 2018 it all started in 2011 when the Ethiopian
government decided to build the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) on

the Nile river and this raised the tension between the African countries such as
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Sudan and Egypt mainly because the GERD will affect the water level in both
countries as both countries depend mainly on agriculture, and this caused the
mass media all over the world to cover this important issue

According to Eltawil 2018 as the media is considered to be the most effective
way of forming Public Opinion, so it was so important to show how the media in
those countries (Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan) try to present the issue.

According to Elhadad, (2018) and Helal & Abdelhaleem (2015) regarding the
Egyptian media side, every media publication inside Egypt especially after 30
June, 201, started to be controlled by the government, so most of the time only
represent the Egyptian government’s point of view only, without presenting the
whole situation.

Regarding the situation in Sudan, which is a federal system, each and every
state in Sudan follows its own system in media. In Khartoum, there are more
than 59 political, social and partisan newspapers, as well as 19 private and
public entertainment channels from different backgrounds and ideologies.
According to EL-Tawil 2018, speaking about the Ethiopian press or media
system, the government monitored more than 27 radio stations in local
languages, 6 public satellite channels and 24 satellites.

According to Yihdego & Khalil & Salem (2017) The way the media in those
countries, Ethipia and Sudan, try to address the issue about the role of Egypt in
Africa and, try to avoid the language of escalation, and using the diplomatic
tone, in addition to positioning Egypt as the victim as both countries (Sudan
and Ethiopia) mean to decrease the water amount for Egypt and this will affect
the country badly. Supporting by evidence as Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, The Egyptian
president has tried to adopt a quite foreign policy aimed to have a diplomatic
dialogue to understand the Ethiopian side clearly, and represent the Egyptian

side efRiciently.



According to Bealy, 2014 Al Ahram online publication tries to portray, the
problem, however, even when some newspapers published news about hitting
the dam, Al Masry Al Youm publication started to focus on the issue in an
objective way.

Another kind of media coverage tries to misrepresent the Ethiopian side when
covering most of the Ethiopian protests.

According to Bealy (2014). the reporter, in an independent Ethiopian media
publication started use negative language and the usage aggressive terms in the
reporting and focusing on hostile statements by Egyptian politicians for the
intent to taking an aggressive military action to destroy the GERD. Ethiopia tries
to unite the public opinion to support the dam building by mentioning the
benefits of building the dam to let the public be supportive of the government’s
point of view as the dam will bring benefits to the whole sectors of the country.
It also tries to attract the support of the other neighborhood countries through
mentioning the benelits that will occur to them by building the dam and this
will make Sudan support Ethiopia rather than supporting Egypt

According to Yihdego & Khalil & Salem (2017) the neutral side was Sudan
because it might have a benefit from the Grand Ethiopian Residence Dam
because of reducing the Rloods, producing electricity, and benekiting the
agriculture sector, this neutral side remains when Sudan tries to organize a
conference to clarify both sides and solve the situation in a diplomatic way by
letting both sides share the ofRicial documents about how the dam will affect

both sides and that the Grand Ethiopia Renaissance Dam will not harm Egypt.

Theoretical Framework of the study:

The researcher will apply two theories, the theory of Social Responsibility and
Modernization theory to help explain the role of the online newspapers in the
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three riparian countries regarding the GERD issue within the context of
promoting national interest of each country.

1. Social Responsibility Theory:

Social Responsibility theory allows free press without any censorship but at
the same time the content of the press should be discussed in public panel and
the media accept the debate of any issues within the context of media
professional self-regulations.

The theory lies between both authoritarian the one hand but the external
controls in other hand. Here, the press ownership in private. The social
responsibility theory moves beyond the simple “Objective” reporting (facts
reporting) to “Interpretative” reporting (investigative reporting). The total
news is complete facts and truthful but the Commission of the freedom Press
stated that “No longer giving facts truthfully rather than give a necessary
analyzed or interpretative report on facts with clear explanations”.

The theory helped in creating professionalism in media by setting up a high
level of accuracy, truth, and information. The commission of press council also
included some tasks based on social responsibility of media, which are as
follows:

1. Formulate the code of conduct for the press.
2. Improve the standards of journalism.
3. Safeguard the interests of journalism and journalist.

4. Criticize enforce penalties for violating the code of conduct.

The theory allows
1. Everyone to say something or express their opinion about the media.
2. Community opinion, Consumer action and professional ethics.

3. Serious invasion of recognized private rights and vital social interests.
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4. Private ownership in media may give better public service unless
government has to take over to assure the public to provide better media
service.

5. Media must be aware of social responsibility and if they do not,
government or other organization will do.

The Social Responsibility Theory postulates the following:

1. Avoids the conllict situation during war or emergency by accepting the
public opinion.

2. Media will not have a monopoly because the audience and media scholars
will raise questions if media published or broadcast anything wrongly or
manipulate any story.

3. Media Standards will improve.

4. Media will concern all class audience rather than focus on higher classes
in the society.

5. Media may work autonomously but certain things are controlled by the
government and other public organizations.

2 .Modernization Theory:

Modernization theory is used to explain the process of modernization
within societies. Modernization refers to a model of a progressive transition
from a 'pre-modern’ or 'traditional’ to a 'modern’ society. Modernization theory
originated from the ideas of German sociologist Max Weber (1864-1920),
which provided the basis for the modernization paradigm developed by
Harvard sociologist Talcott Parsons (1902-1979).

The theory looks at the internal factors of a country while assuming that with
assistance, "traditional” countries can be brought to development in the same
manner more developed countries have been.

Modernization theory was a dominant paradigm in the social sciences in the
1950s and 1960s.

Historically the Modernization theory went through a process of development
from the Sociological theories of the late 19th century such as Social Darwinism
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which provided a basis for asking what the laws of Evolution of Human Society
were.

The current modernization theory originated with the ideas of German
sociologist Max Weber (1864-1920) regarding the role of rationality and
irrationality in the transition from traditional to modern society.

Weber's approach provided the basis for the modernization paradigm as
popularized by Harvard sociologist Talcott Parsons (1902-1979), who
translated Weber's works into English in the 1930s and provided his own
interpretation.

The relationship between modernization and democracy and development is
one of the most researched studies in comparative politics. There is academic
debate over the drivers of democracy because there are theories that support
economic growth as both a cause and effect of the institution of democracy.
“Lipset’s observation that democracy is related to economic development, Rirst
advanced in 1959, has generated the largest body of research on any topic in
comparative politics,”

Larry Diamond and Juan Linz, who worked with Lipset in the
book, Democracy in Developing Countries: Latin America, argue that economic
performance affects the development of democracy in at least three ways.

First, they argue that economic growth is more important for democracy
than given levels of socioeconomic development.

Second, socioeconomic development generates social changes that can
potentially facilitate democratization.

Third, socioeconomic development promotes other changes, like
organization of the middle class, which is conducive to democracy

The Problem statement:

The researcher tries to analyze and compare the content of the three online
newspapers regarding the (GERD) issue in relation to their national interest.

Main Research question:

The following questions will serve as main research question to guide this
research:
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1. How the content of the online newspapers in the three riparian
countries tackled the GERD issue in regard of each country’s
national interest?

The Methodology of the study:

This research used the content analysis and comparative study to measure the
content presented in the three online newspapers regarding the issue of the
GERD in relation to each country’s national interest.

The Sampling Method and Size:

The researcher used three governmental online newspapers Ahram online, The
Ethiopian Herald and Sudan News Agency for the duration of the year 2019.
Purposive samples were chosen throughout the whole coverage of the year
during 2019 based on the chronological order of the latest issues that
accompanied the time of the completion of GERD project that occurred between
the three riparian countries. However, the majority samples of the Sudanese
coverage was related more to the bilateral relation between Sudan and Egypt
and Sudan and Ethiopia separately. Small direct coverage over the GERD was
found on SNA. The total sample size chosen were twenty Rive samples divided as
follows: eight samples from Ahram Online, eight samples from The Ethiopian
Herald and nine samples from Sudan News Agency. The following months were
chosen as samples to be analyzed for Ahram Online: January 19, August 21,
September 20, October 9, October 15, October 27, November 5 and November 5
(two issues were published on November 5). The following months were
chosen as samples to be analyzed for The Ethiopian Herald: February 2, May 12,
September 19, September 21, September 27, October 8, October 17, and
October 27. The following months were chosen as a sample to be analyzed for
Sudan News Agency: May 25, September 17, September 24, October 8, October
11, October 12, October 24, October 30, and November 5. The samples were
brought from the original websites of the online media newspapers except for
the Sudanese samples eight samples were brought from allafrica.com website
and one article was brought from SNA original website.

Research Cindings and Analysis:
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Comparison between “Ahram Online,” “The Ethiopian Herald” and “Sudan
News Agency” Coverage about the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
(GERD) in 2019

How the messages about the GERD project were portrayed on the Egyptian,
Ethiopian and Sudanese online media?

Through the chronological order of the GERD’s coverage in 2019; some of the
messages in the headlines of the three governmental online media were
portrayed as follows:

In Ahram Online, January 19, the headline was; “Filling Ethiopia’s GERD will
be in Agreement with Egypt and Sudan: Dam Project Manager”. The
number of views for this article was 4923. (Rational)

On February 2, the headline of The Ethiopian Herald online media was; “GERD
Completion a Matter of Life and Death: PM Abiy”. The number of views for
this article was 130. (Emotional)

On May 12, the headline in The Ethiopian Herald was; “National Pride or
National Disaster”. The number of views for this article was 117. (Emotional)

On Sudan News Agency, on May 25, the headline was; “Egypt: Al-Burhan
Arrives in Cairo”, and it was mentioned that talks about bilateral relations will
be discussed between TMC Chairman and the Egyptian Head of State. Where it
could have been possible that officials in both countries had discussed the
GERD issue. (Rational)

On August 21, in Ahram Online; the headline was; “Egypt’s Nile Water
Committee Reviews Trilateral Negotiations on Ethiopia’s GERD”. The
number of views for this article was 4650. (Rational)

On September 17; in Sudan News Agency; the headline was; “Sudan:
Renaissance Dam Meetings to Resume in Khartoum at the End of
September”. (Rational)

On September 19, The Ethiopian headline was; “Ethiopia Rejects Egypt’s
New GERD Filling Proposal”. The number of views for this article was 112.
(Emotional)

On September 20, Ahram Online headline was; “Ethiopia says Egypt’s
Proposal on Filling of GERD ‘puts sovereignty in question’. The number of
views for this article was 3632. (Emotional)

15



In The Ethiopian Herald; the headline on September 21 was; “DifCicult to
accept any Compromise on GERD”. (Emotional) The number of views for this
article was 124. On September 27, the headline in The Ethiopian Herald was;
“Experts Rebuke Egypt’s ‘futile attempt to politicize GERD technical issue’
No False allegation stops the unstoppable dam”. (Emotional) The number of
views for this article was 98.

On September 24 on Sudan News Agency; the following headline was
presented: “Sudan: Al-Sisi - Name of Sudan shall be removed from List of
Countries Sponsoring Terrorism”. (Rational)

On October 8, on The Ethiopian Herald, the headline was; “Ethiopia Rejects
Egypt’s Third Party Invitation to GERD Talks”. (Emotional)The number of
views for this article was 123.

On October 8, SNA’s headline was “Sudan: Minister of Defense Meets
Ambassador of Egypt” (Rational)

On October 9, Ahram Online headline was; “Egypt’'s PM Madbouly accuses
Ethiopia of Violating GERD Declaration of Principles”. (Emotional) The
number of views for this article was 3285.

The headlines on both October 11 and 12 on SNA were as follow: On October
11, “East Africa: Sudan and Ethiopia Agreed on Establishment of Joint
Pipeline” (Rational) and on October 12, “Sudan: Hamdok Returns Home
after Two-Day Visit to Ethiopia” (Rational).

On October 15, on Ahram Online, the headline was “GERD: Intransigence or
Reason”. (Rational) The number of views for this article was 756.

On October 17, on The Ethiopian Herald, the headline was “GERD: Issue of
Survival, Sovereignty”. (Emotional) The number of views for this article was
149.

On October 24, SNA headline was; “Sudan: FM Assistant Undersecretary
Receives Egyptian Ambassador” (Rational)

On October 27 both Ahram Online and The Ethiopian Herald published an
article about the GERD which was portrayed as follows: headline on Ahram
Online was; “GERD: War of Words”. (Emotional) The number of views for this
article was 3824. On The Ethiopian Herald; the headline was; “The Premier’s
Firm Stance on the GERD”. (Rational) The number of views for this article
was 59.
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On October 30, SNA headline was; “Ethiopia: Sudan and Ethiopia Discuss
Ways to Strengthen Cooperation”. (Rational) The number of views for this
article was 64.

On November 5; both SNA and Ahram Online covered the GERD issue in the
following headlines: In Ahram Online two articles were published; “World
Bank can be Key Player in Reaching Final Deal over Nile Dam: Analyst”.
(Rational) The number of views for this article was 2632. And “Egypt’s
Shoukry Discusses Stalemate in GERD negotiations with US’ Jard Kushner”.
(Rational) The number of views for this article was 1660.0n SNA the headline
was: “Sudan: Ministerial Meeting on GERD to Kick off Wednesday in
Washington”. (Rational)

Analysis

It was clear that there was consistency in the number of viewers to the articles
in Ahram Online and The Ethiopian Herald related to the GERD topic. This was
an indicator for the ongoing interest and importance of the issue related to the
GERD topic to the people of both countries. There was a consistency in the
coverage related to the GERD topic in Ahram Online and The Ethiopian Herald
more than in the coverage of Sudan News Agency.

Through the number of coverage related to the GERD topic on Ahram Online,
the highest rate of views to articles ranged between 4923 and 2632. One of
these high views rate articles, was in January 2019 and it got 4923 views and
the headline was a rational one and it referred to the Dam project manager;
“Filling Ethiopia’s GERD will be in Agreement with Egypt and Sudan: Dam
Project Manager.” It shows the Egyptians’ interest in news related to the topic
from the Ethiopian source.

In August 2019, the article on Ahram Online that got the second highest rate of
views in relation to the GERD topic; was 4650 where the headline was a rational
one that was informing about an Egyptian committee reviewing trilateral
negotiations on the GERD. “Egypt’s Nile Water Committee reviews trilateral
Negotiations on Ethiopia’s GERD.”

Another referred coverage to Ethiopia on Ahram Online on September got a
high rate of views which was 3632 views. The headline was an emotional one
and it was as follows: “Ethiopia says Egypt’s Proposal on Filling of GERD ‘puts
sovereignty in question.’
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Two more articles got high views rate on Ahram Online where the headlines
were emotional in both of them. One of these headlines was an accusation of
Egypt's PM to Ethiopia of violating GERD DoP and the views were 3285. The
other headline was “GERD: War of Words” which got 3824 number of views.

It was also clear that out of eight articles on Ahram Online that the rational
appeal used in the headlines was dominant in Rive headlines while the
emotional appeal was dominant in three headlines. Among the chosen sample;
all the emotional headlines on Ahram Online got high views rate which were
covered on September, and two in October 2019. All the rational headlines got
high views rate which were published on January, August, and two in November
2019. Only one article which was issued on October 2019 with a rational
headline related to the GERD topic got low view rate which was 756 compared
by other articles on Ahram Online. The head line was: “GERD: Intransigence or
Reason”.

The coverage on Ahram Online in the beginning of 2019 was trying to referrer
to Ethiopian source that there will be agreement regarding the Rilling process,
then the Egyptian coverage tried to show that there are efforts done through
trilateral negotiations. There was another referral by Ahram Online to
Ethiopia’s rejection for Egypt's GERD {lilling proposal. Then, there was
accusation to Ethiopia by violating GERD DoP. Then on November, the coverage
focused on the effective role of the World Bank and the US as mediators in the
negotiations regarding the GERD.

It was clear that the dominant appeal used in the headlines in The Ethiopian
Herald were the emotional ones where the emotional appeal was used in seven
headlines that were published on February, May, three in September, and two in
October. While the rational appeal was only used in one headline that was
published by end of October. The least views rate was 59 views, which was for
the article that used the rational headline related to the GERD on The Ethiopian
Herald. The highest views rate to articles related to the GERD topic on The
Ethiopian Herald ranged between 149 views and 123 views. The articles that
got highest views rate included emotional headlines related to the GERD e.g.
“GERD: Issue of Survival, Sovereignty,” “GERD Completion a matter of life and
Death,” “Difficult to accept any Compromise on GERD” and “Ethiopia Rejects
Egypt’s third party invitation to GERD Talks”. The headlines were aggressive
and tough, the portrayal of headlines showed how far the GERD project is an
important matter to Ethiopians that anything can be sacrificed except its
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completion. The Ethiopian coverage tried to show their strength and power in
protecting the construction of the GERD till its completion.

The tension between Egypt and Ethiopia regarding the GERD issue was obvious
through the media coverage. It was also clear how far the Egyptian and
Ethiopian online media were following up with what was going on in each
other’s media coverage through the response and referral to each other. It was
also clear that Sudan is playing a neutral role in the GERD issue and they want
to benelit as much as possible from both Egypt and Ethiopia. The rational
appeal was dominant in the headlines that was related to the GERD topic in
SNA. Egypt and Ethiopia are trying to gain Sudan’s support to their side by
strengthening the bilateral relations and cooperation between them and Sudan
which was also shown through the chronological order of the media coverage.

What was the aim of the writer?

Through the coverage of the governmental media in 2019, it was clear that that
each media tried to portray its national interest. The coverage was divided to
four sections; if the coverage support a certain idea or act, if there was attempt
to solutions or cooperation, if there was any sort of criticism to an idea or act
and if there was a clarification to an idea or act.

Supportive to a certain idea or act on Ahram Online

On Ahram Online; the Support to a certain idea or act included four main topics
and they were seven topics due to the repetition of some ideas. Egypt’'s power
to protect its rights to the Nile water was mentioned twice. It was mentioned
that Egypt has the power to resort to international law. “FM Sameh Shoukry
said that: “Egypt will never allow Ethiopia to impose the status quo and that
Egypt has the power not only to protect its rights to the Nile water but also to
resort to international law in this respect.” (Ahram Online, October 9)

Parliament speaker Ali Abdel-Aal; “urged Ethiopia to exercise wisdom and to
show respect for Egypt’s right.” “We still have diplomatic and peaceful channels,
but there is a red line that none should cross, and Egypt will never allow the
loss of any drop of Nile water.” (Ahram Online, October 9).In an opinion article it
was mentioned that, “The DoP represented a real achievement for Cairo. The
fourth article enriches respect for the equitable and reasonable division and use
of water, an essential consideration given Egypt's water scarcity.” (Ahram
Online, October 15)
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The idea of the necessity of international mediation was raised three times by
two officials and in an opinionated article in Ahram Online. Egypt’'s FM said
that: he is “supporting the idea of a mediator who will respect the right of all
parties after four years of fruitless negotiations.” (Ahram Online, October 15).
Head of parliament’s African Affairs Committee, mentioned that, “Egyptian
ofticials have been busy alerting the international community to the dangers
posed by Ethiopia’s intransigence over the dam.”(Ahram Online, October 27)

Supportive to a certain idea or act on The Ethiopian Herald

Eight main topics were tackled under the part of supporting a certain idea or
act which were as follows: what does the GERD mean to Ethiopia? What does
the GERD symbolize to the Ethiopians? Why it is important? How they should
feel about the GERD? What should be done to support the project? What is the
Ethiopian stance towards water treaties and international water laws and
action(s) taken based on that? In which stage is the project and what are the
government’s plan for the completion process of the GERD project?

On The Ethiopian Herald, it was covered that the “completion of the
construction of the GERD would be a matter of life and death for Ethiopians,”
(The Ethiopian Herald, February 2, 2019).

The GERD was portrayed as follows: “The GERD is a mega project and certainly,
nothing even remotely similar to it has ever been done in the long and proud
history of Ethiopia.” “The GERD is a perfect example of what the government
has done right over the last two decades” (The Ethiopian Herald, May12, 2019).

The benetit of the GERD was framed in the following ways: “The construction of
the GERD was a good idea, as it would bring sustainable sourced electricity to
vast numbers of people and at the same time give Ethiopia its natural right to
the water of the River Nile” (The Ethiopian Herald, May 12, 2019). “The GERD is
an iconic project to Ethiopia. As being source of energy, potential for foreign
currency and many other economic and environmental benefit many Ethiopians
value it” (The Ethiopian Herald, September 21, 2019).

The way how they should feel towards the GERD project was presented as
follows: “It must be clear that, from a moral, ethical, and patriotic perspective,
all Ethiopian citizens should continue to see the GERD as a source of national
pride” (The Ethiopian Herald, May12, 2019). “The GERD is a challenge-resilient
project. Now is the time to be of high morale, and look to the future” (The
Ethiopian Herald, May12, 2019).
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Actions to be taken to support the GERD project, On a viewpoint article on The
Ethiopian Herald it was mentioned that, to support the GERD project the
Ethiopians can buy a bond and this will be a practical way to increase the
support to the project (The Ethiopian Herald May12, 2019).

Ethiopia’s stance towards water treaties and international water laws and
action(s) taken based on that. “Ethiopia requires no country’s permission and
will construct the dam inside its territories.” “International water laws do also
grant the country a right to develop its resources without inklicting signikicant
harm to other countries” (The Ethiopian Herald September 27, 2019). “Ethiopia
won’t recognize any preexisting water allocation treaty, which has no
applicability whatsoever on Ethiopia” (The Ethiopian Herald October 8, 2019).
“We will rectify errors made by past governments but we will go ahead and
complete our best projects” (The Ethiopian Herald October 27, 2019). “It is an
asset difficult to afford any negotiations that open a chance to compromise”
(The Ethiopian Herald September 21, 2019). “The major focus of the
government is to carry on with the construction while at the same time
engaging in negotiations with the Nile Basin countries” (The Ethiopian Herald
October 17, 2019).

In which stage is the project and what are the government’s plan for the
completion process of the GERD project? “The dam has already reached a
completion level.” “Out of the budget invested on the dam, a Rifth of it is debt.”
“That is why we have made serious evaluation and taken actions on GERD so
that it doesn’t incur inRlation anymore.” Said by the Ethiopian PM (The
Ethiopian Herald, February 2, 2019). “The government of Ethiopia will
strengthen its efforts to realize development of its water resource to meet the
present and future needs of its people that deserve development and adequate
standard of living” (The Ethiopian Herald October 8, 2019).

Attempts for solutions and cooperation on Ahram Online

Nine attempts for cooperation were covered in Ahram Online, Rive attempts of
cooperation were covered by The Ethiopian Herald and one was covered by
Sudan News Agency.

Negotiations and agreements were mentioned Rive times by ofRicials as a way to
reach solutions between Ethiopia and downstream countries. Egypt’s Minister
of Irrigation and Water Resources. “Negotiations are continuing although no
new developments have been reached” (Ahram Online August 21). “All state
authorities have moved to intensify communications with all concerned
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international organizations in order to overcome obstacles,” Mentioned by
Egypt's FM upon instructions from president (Ahram Online, October 9).
Egypt's FM said that; “It's essential we can reach a solution that respects both
the rights of downstream countries and Ethiopia’s right to pursue
development” (Ahram Online October 15). Egypt's FM hopes the forthcoming
meeting would “formulate a binding legal agreement to achieve the interests of
three countries,” “Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan accepted a US invitation to discuss
breaking the deadlock in negotiations over the GERD,” (Ahram Online
November 5).

It was mentioned three times that Egypt has developed an inclusive plan to
solve the water problem. And the government is implementing a number of
giant water projects until 2037 (Ahram Online, October 9 and 27).

“In a televised speech Al-Sisi said many statements about the dam on social
media were exaggerated and called on the public to deal with the issue calmly”
(Ahram Online October 27)

Attempts for Solution(s)/ Cooperation on The Ethiopian Herald

There were Rive attempts and approaches for cooperation and seeking solutions
that were presented on The Ethiopian Herald. The attempts included counter
proposal for lilling the dam’s reservoir, engaging in dialogues intended to
ensure mutual understanding between the lower riparian countries. Ethiopia
declared its intention for upholding the principle of equitable use of water and
to cause no harm on the riparian countries. There is no existence to the
following concepts which are the monopolization of the water supply of the
Nile, solutions based on unilateralism or using of force.

Criticize a certain idea or act on Ahram Online

Through the coverage of the three online governmental media, the criticism to a
certain idea or act took place ten times in both Ahram Online and The Ethiopian
Herald. On Sudan News Agency there was no criticism in the coverage to the
GERD issue.

Ethiopia was criticized Rive times regarding the respect of agreements and law;
“that there is a determination to subvert international conventions on
transnational rivers” (Ahram Online, October 15, 2019). “Ethiopia took a
unilateral decision to build the GERD.” Egypt’s PM, “accused Ethiopia of
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backtracking on all previous agreements related to the Nile Water” (Ahram
Online, October 9, 2019). Egypt’'s PM mentioned that; “Ethiopia displayed very
radical positions represent a violation of the DoP” (Ahram Online, October 9,
2019).

There were three criticism to Ethiopia related to the Rilling and operation of
GERD which were as follows: “it is unclear how Addis Ababa seeks to Rill the
reservoir, but Bekele said that his country will submit its own technical
proposal on the Rilling, without providing further details” (Ahram Online,
September 20, 2019). Egypt's FM criticized Ethiopia for rejecting every
proposal submitted to prevent a reduction in Egypt's water supply (Ahram
Online, October 27, 2019).” Egypt's PM stated that; “Ethiopia displayed very
radical positions in the latest round of negotiations held in Khartoum and
rejected all proposals submitted by Egypt to solve the differences” (Ahram
Online, October 9, 2019).

It was mentioned in an opinionated article that; “Addis Ababa had continued
the pattern of procrastination, using false pretexts to stymy any progress in
meetings and taking advantage of the situation in Sudan to try to impose a new,
de facto reality on the ground” (Ahram Online, October 15, 2019).

Egypt's FM mentioned that “Abiy Ahmed’s words included negative signals and
unacceptable hints.” “It was inappropriate to threaten military action as a
means to resolve dispute over GERD” (Ahram Online, October27, 2019).

Criticize a certain idea or act on The Ethiopian Herald

Six ideas and acts were criticized and the total number of acts and ideas that
were criticized were ten due to the repetition of one of the ideas. The idea that
were commonly and was most repeated in its criticism was related to Egypt’s
proposal for Rilling the dam and it was described as ‘unfair’ The following is
how the ideas and acts were criticized on The Ethiopian Herald.

Egypt’'s proposal was criticized Rive times and was described as ‘unfair’ where
Egypt’s utilization of the water around Aswan Dam is unknown to Ethiopia. “We
also have demands regarding our future.” “Egypt’s new proposal violates the
principle of the Nile Waters Treaty signed earlier between the three countries.”
Ethiopia’s Minister of Water Irrigation and Electricity said. (The Ethiopian
Herald September 19, September 21, October 8 and October 17, 2019).
“Egyptian side nulliRies the efforts and progresses made so far as the document
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presented by their side contravenes with the benelits of Ethiopia” (The
Ethiopian Herald September 21, 2019).

The president and the government were criticized for politicizing the GERD
issue on The Ethiopian Herald and it was covered as follows: “There is no
ground for Egypt to politicize the matter; the dam should be weighted by
signilicance and technical parameters.” “The president is the top Egyptian
official who tried to defame Ethiopia’s amicable desire for mutual benefits”
(The Ethiopian Herald September 27, 2019).

The following coverage was criticism on The Ethiopian Herald towards the
Egyptian side for distorting the true image of the GERD; “There have been some
confrontational statements from Egyptian side to tarnish the true image of the
dam in many ways; Ethiopia has to proactively work on promoting the necessity
of the dam and the causes behind it” (The Ethiopian Herald September 27,
2019). “The Egyptian public must not be easily exposed to wishful and
propaganda of extremists” (The Ethiopian Herald October 27, 2019).

The Egyptian diplomatic side was criticized on The Ethiopian Herald by framing
that the Ethiopian side is the one doing all the important work to maintain
peaceful relation with Egypt and it was framed in the following way: “It is clear
to guess that Ethiopia is in a position to do all the necessary diplomatic work to
make sure that the tripartite dialogue between Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan,
resumes so that it maintains both the GERD and the smooth relation with
Egypt. (The Ethiopian Herald September 21, 2019).

The Ethiopians who are against the GERD project due to their political
afRiliations were also criticized in the following way; “Some self-styled activists
or opposition politicians may say that the project was political and failure from
the start. Such views must be considered rather narrow-minded and politicizing
(The Ethiopian Herald May 12, 2019).

Clarify an idea or an act on Ahram Online

Three topics were covered and the total no. of topics were ten with the
repetition of some of the topics.

The act that there was no agreement and that the negotiations were useless and
reached a deadlock on Egypt’s technical proposal were mentioned four times by
ofticials and in an opinionated article. (Ahram Online, August 21, September 20,
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October 10, October 15, 2019). It was mentioned Rive times that Egypt has fears
that the hydroelectric dam will reduce its share of Nile water. (Ahram Online,
January 19, September 20, October 27, November 5, 2019). It was mentioned
that “The latest round of talks between the three countries collapsed last
October 2019, and Ethiopia had previously rejected Cairo’s request for a
mediator” (Ahram Online, November 5, 2019).

Clarify an idea or an act on The Ethiopian Herald

The Ethiopian Herald pointed out to three topics to serve their national interest
regarding the GERD issue. Two of these clarified topics were directed to the
international community and one was mainly directed to the Ethiopians.

The two topics that were mainly directed to the international community were
portrayed as follows; “Ethiopia has rejected Egypt proposal for the Rilling of the
GERD claiming it is unnecessary and harmful to Ethiopia’s interest” (The
Ethiopian Herald September 19, 2019). “Ethiopia took the initiative to form a
National Independent Scientikic Research Group NISRG to carry out consultative
meeting on the Rilling and operation of the dam. Relevent engineers and experts
reached mutual understanding on the Rilling and operation of the dam.
However, the signing of the consensus was postponed upon the request of
Egypt to discuss with experts” (The Ethiopian Herald September 21, 2019).

The coverage that was mainly directed to the Ethiopians was; “No matter the
region of the world, mega projects just never go according to plan. And the
GERD is no exception” (The Ethiopian Herald May 12, 2019).

Clarify an idea or an act on Sudan News Agency

Sudan News Agency coverage neutrally clarified the path of the negotiations.
The coverage aimed to inform that there were meetings held about the GERD
where the ministers of water resources attended beside the attendance of the
members of the National Independent Scientific Research Committee. The
coverage was about informing that Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia agreed to discuss
the new proposals that will be submitted by each of them in regard to the Rilling
and operation process of the dam (Sudan News Agency September 17,2019).

There were four specilied Ethiopian Sources that Ahram Online Referred to and
two sources their source was not specitied. Three of them were positive, two
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were negative and one neutral. There were three specified Egyptian Sources
that The Ethiopian Herald Referred to and one source was unspecified. The four
sources were negative. There was one unspecilied Sudanese Source that The
Ethiopian Herald Referred to and it was a positive source.

Conclusion:

It was clear that through the online coverage of the three governmental
Egyptian, Ethiopian and Sudanese media that each media was framing
information regarding the Nile water and regarding the GERD topic in a way
that best serves each one’s national interest.

Ahram Online coverage expressed several times its fear from the reduction of
the Nile water supply which the GERD can cause. The coverage of Ahram Online
hammered on the necessity of international mediation after the four years
fruitless negotiations as mentioned by Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry.
Egypt's Foreign Minister mentioned that upon instructions from President
Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi “all state authorities have moved to intensify
communications with all concerned international organizations in order to
overcome obstacles.” FM Sameh Shoukry said that; “Egypt is proposing that the
World Bank act as a mediator in this respect.” On October 2019, “the round of
talks between Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan collapsed, and Ethiopia had rejected
previously Cairo’s request for a mediator,” (Ahram Online, November5, 2019).
On November 5, 2019, “Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan have accepted a US invitation
to discuss breaking the deadlock in negotiations over the GERD between Cairo
and Addis Ababa.” (Ahram Online, October 5, 2019)

Ahram Online framed Egypt’s power to protect its rights to the Nile water and
Egypt's power to resort to international law. Egypt pointed out that Ethiopia is
not upholding to Article 3 which commits the three signatories not to harm the
interests of the others. Ahram Online portrayed that Egypt is the victim of
Ethiopia’s procrastination and its determination to ignore international law.
Ahram Online coverage showed that Egypt worked relentlessly to forge
agreement over the lilling and operation of GERD but due to Ethiopia’s
inRlexibility and stubbornness; only the Ethiopian side to ignore impact studies
of different scenarios for Rilling of the reservoir and operation of the dam from
internationally known consultant.
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Sudan News Agency didn’t miss out the coverage regarding the most common
topic that caused tension between Egypt and Ethiopia which was about the
Rilling and operation process of the GERD. However, the intensity of coverage
regarding the GERD topic in general was so weak compared by the Egyptian
and Ethiopian coverage. Beside the type of coverage of the Rilling and operating
process of the GERD came once through the chosen samples and the coverage
was neutral.

Ahram Online covered what Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said which
was as follows: “If there is need to go to war, we could get millions readied. If
some could Rire a missile, others could use bombs. But that’s not in the best
interest of all of us.” In reaction, a statement by the Egyptian Foreign Minister
said that if true, “Ahmed words included negative signals and unacceptable
hints.” “It was inappropriate to threaten military action as a means to resolve
dispute over GERD.” The statement hammered that Egypt has always pursued to
tackle the issue in line with the principles of international law and international
legitimacy (Ahram Online, October 27, 2019).

On the other side, The Ethiopian Herald coverage was concerned to clarify that
almost all the necessary diplomatic effort towards maintaining smooth relation
with Egypt while working on the GERD project was done by its side. One of the
most topics that was covered intensively on The Ethiopian Herald was the
criticism of Egypt's proposal for Rilling the dam reservoir. The criticism for
Egypt’'s proposal regarding the Rilling of the reservoir was a sort of reply as well
to Egypt’s intense criticism in its coverage for the Ethiopian stance regarding
the rejection on Egypt’s proposal.

The Ethiopian coverage was keen to show its active role to present a counter
proposal regarding the Rilling of the reservoir and the Ethiopian coverage
pointed out that they were waiting for the consensus of Egypt on their
suggested proposal.

The Ethiopian coverage hammered on the idea that Egypt is violating the law
through its proposal regarding the Rilling of the reservoir and mentioned that
it's harmful to Ethiopia’s development. The Ethiopian coverage focused that it’s
their right to use their resources for developmental purposes and that Ethiopia
need no country’s permission to build the GERD inside its territories. And that
“International water laws do also grant the country a right to develop its
resources without inkRlicting significant harm to other countries.” The Ethiopian
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coverage mentioned that “Ethiopia won’t recognize any preexisting water
allocation treaty, which has no applicability whatsoever on Ethiopia.”

On the other hand, the Egyptian coverage accused Ethiopia for not respecting
the international water law by building the GERD. And that “the fourth article in
the declaration enshrines respect for the equitable and reasonable division and
use of water, an essential consideration given Egypt’s water scarcity.”

Ahram Online, framed that Ethiopia displayed a radical in the latest round of
negotiations. It was also covered on Ahram Online, that “Egypt will not allow
any one party involved in the GERD issue to impose its will on another.” And
that Egypt will never permit Ethiopia to impose the status quo. It was covered
several times that after the negotiations between Egypt and Ethiopia reached a
deadlock; Egypt was seeking a mediator that can resolve differences in a
scientikic way.

Through the chosen samples that were eight articles on Ahram Online, eight
articles on The Ethiopian Herald and nine on Sudan News Agency. The
Ethiopian coverage was more emotional than both the Egyptian and Sudanese
coverage regarding to the GERD topic. This was clear through the comparison
between the appeals used in the headlines related to the GERD topic in the
three coverage of the different governmental online media of the three
countries. The number of the emotional appeal used in the headlines in The
Ethiopian Herald were seven while the number of emotional appeals used in
the headlines on Ahram Online were three and no emotional appeal in the
headlines in Sudan News Agency coverage. The number of headlines that used
the rational appeal on Ahram Online were Rive headlines and on The Ethiopian
Herald it was only once where the rational appeal was used in the headline. On
Sudan News Agency, the coverage was neutral in relation to the headlines used
that was related to the GERD topic and it was used in only two articles in a
direct way. The other seven articles that were chosen among the sample of
Sudan News Agency didn’t mention the GERD topic in a direct way, however, it
focused on the bilateral relation between Sudan and Egypt and Sudan and
Ethiopia in separate coverage.

The Egyptian utilization of the Nile water of Aswan Dam was questioned in the
Ethiopian coverage and the Ethiopian coverage pointed that’s why the Egyptian
proposal was rejected and was described by ‘un fair.” And the proposal was also
described as harmful to Ethiopia’s development. On the other side, the Egyptian
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coverage presented that there are plans for desalination plants and
rationalizing the use of water.

The Egyptian coverage referred that the acceleration in the building process of
the GERD was unclear. On the other side, The Ethiopian Herald clarikied that it’s
crucial that no delay should take place regarding the time of the completion of
the GERD project so as to prevent extra expenses. It was claritied in the
Ethiopian coverage that the budget invested on the dam; Rifth of it is debt. That
is why they have made serious evaluation and taken actions on GERD to avoid
any more inklation.

On the Ethiopian coverage the GERD project had been symbolized by the mega,
iconic and best project ever that had been implemented in Ethiopia’s proud
history. The economic benekit of the GERD on the Ethiopian citizens was
highlighted that it's going to affect their standard of living through bringing
foreign currency to Ethiopia and sustainable electricity to the majority of the
Ethiopians. The GERD had been portrayed as a source of hope and pride to the
Ethiopians in its online coverage and it Rinally brought Ethiopia’s right to use its
resources. It was also covered on the Ethiopian coverage that no one can stop
the completion of the GERD as it is a matter of life or death and no negotiation
will be accepted that open a chance to compromise.

On the other side, The Egyptian coverage stressed on its fear that the GERD will
diminish its water supplies from the Nile. Where Egypt is known, that its supply
from the water relies totally on the Nile while the receiving capacity of Ethiopia
from the rainwater is 936 cubic meters a year which is considered to feed 10
other rivers.
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1- Introduction

Prior to the current technological communication platforms and the
digital age tools, the traditional communication tools were done through face to
face communications; thus it used to entitle real human interaction requiring
the human presence. However, nowadays the proliferation of the internet, smart
phones, and social media had revolutionized the human communication
process. The social media now allows people to interact beyond the
geographical territories; it is supposed to be a benelicial communication tool if
used wisely. Yet, it seems that the social media tools are being abused by the
humans in the wrong places leading to disintegration among families and
couples. So, are the social media tools attacking or ruining the couple
relationships in Egypt?

A booming word in our daily life and it is even becoming part of our daily
activities, or even it is considered an addiction for some of us; Social media. The
Web 2.0 technology is the shared content and published among users on social
media websites (Kaplan & Haenlein, 2010). One can say that the presence of
smart phones and the social media have revolutionized the social interaction
among people worldwide.

The social media is actually becoming part of the daily human activities
in the recent technological era. It is even considered the air for some people to
breathe, which they can’t live without. This two words dekRinition consists of the
word social which is by common sense means the interaction with people
around us. The second word is media, which refers to the communication
methods like the traditional ones as TV, newspapers. Yet, the new ones are
internet sites and internet apps which are the main foundation stone of this
research. Actually the social media usage requires a smart phone with internet
connected to such apps and web sites. Or, it needs a computer or laptop with
internet connection. The social media that are tested here in this paper are; the
Facebook, whatsapp and online dating apps.

Examples of the social media used in Egypt are Facebook, Instagram,
snapchat, Youtube, whatsapp , online dating apps and Twitter. Yet, the
researchers believe that every application is used by certain demographics in
the country. For example, nowadays the teens are using the instagram and
snapchat more often than the other apps. However, the adults are into the
Facebook usage more, especially after the revolution in 2011 where it was
believed it is one of the revolution’s catalyst. The statistics declared that over 2
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million Egyptians joined the Facebook in the Rirst 3 months after the revolution
had ended. This is because it was said that the Facebook was a main agent in
accelerating the Rire in the Egyptian revolution in 2011 (Moubarak, 2011). Yet,
fewer people are using the Twitter in Egypt , and these are mainly the
celebrities, politicians or normal citizens interested in the national and
international affairs. Finally, the YouTube and whatsapp are used by all ages of
people in the Egyptian society. Since, this research is tackling the effects of
social media on marriage, so it is clear enough that we will examine the effects
of Facebook , whatsapp and online apps on the stability of the Egyptian couple
or marriage of users. According to a recent statistics of Ahmad (2017) & a
research made on the media usage in Egypt, it was stated the following the
Facebook users and Facebook messenger’s users are almost 37 million, while
the whatsapp ranks the second popular medium with 34 million Egyptian
users. Third, comes the YouTube with 31.5 million Egyptian users. Fourth, is
the instagram with 18 million Egyptian users. Fifth, comes Twitter for 1.7
million Egyptian users. And as said before that such social media usage
requires internet, where the Egyptian internet subscription is almost 48 million
subscribers with a 48% of the total population. Moreover, it is projected to
reach 50.8% in 2018 (Ahmad, 2017). This is very promising as in this way ,
Egypt is reaching the global internet penetration number which is 40.8 %
(Ahmad, 2017). Also, the smart phones users reached 26.3 million of
Egyptians. Another crucial statistics to be mentioned is that the gender usage
of the social media is 64% of male and 34% of female users (Ahmad, 2017).
This can be attributed to the cultural norms and traditions in the country which
states that the female can not disclose her pictures and things related to her in
public. This is especially found among the lower classes in the country. This
explains the phenomena where many females use strange nicknames for their
user proRile names to hide their identify which is a taboo to be exposed to
public. Thus, from the above numbers, it is clear that Egypt is the largest
country in the Arab countries in the social media usage (Ahmad, 2017). That is
why, the Egyptian society was chosen to be the focus of this research.

The Facebook was originally established to enhance the human
communications across the globe. Yet, it was proven that Facebook was the
reason of “relationship stress and dissolution among the married ones”
(Williams, 2012). Moreover, it was said that Facebook was the reason of divorce
of 1 in 5 couple divorces (Williams 2012). Another American study stated that
81% of the American divorces took place because of the presence of the social

35



network sites, where Facebook has ranked the top of such networks (Williams
2012). This explains why Facebook is the major medium tested in this research.

Talking about the online dating apps and its usage in Egypt, A recent online
dating study ranked Egypt as the easiest country for men to Rind women online
(Hassan, 2018) . According to the study conducted over six months by leisure
portal Wogoal.com, Egypt has the highest Total Acquaintance Probability
(probability to get acquainted with a woman in this country through an online
dating website) among the 60 countries covered by the study (Hassan, 2018).
According to this study, Egypt ranked number 1, followed by Indonesia, Nigeria,
Ghana, Philippines, Thailand and Iran as the top 7 countries using online dating
apps (Hassan, 2018).

The idea of the online dating apps usage will not be publically declared
or admitted by the users, as it is against the Egyptian cultural norms. Getting to
know a stranger and fall in love with him/her is not acceptable by the old aged
parents, and still they may be unaware that their younger generations are using
them. The point is that with the wide spread of the social media platforms and
being connected to strangers with one click of a mouse, it is believed that the
stigma of the digital romance had faded away and now many new successful
digital love stories are becoming more successful (Hassan, 2018). Some of the
common online dating apps and websites are “Date in Egypt today “which has
around 30,000 members. Another social major medium platform in the Rield is
the “Facebook Khatba “(or match maker in Arabic) which has thousands of
applicants of both genders (Hassan, 2018). Another dating and marital
matching site is the Egyptian, Arabic-language website (Galal, 20013). Other
examples of match making websites or apps are: Muslims4marriage.com,
LoveHabibi.com, Singlemuslim. com, Muslima.com, MuslimLounge.com, and
Meetls raeliSingles.com). The most popular sites for Middle East matching are
the US based http://www.zawaj.com (with Web trafic at 2,800,000 page views
per month) and http:// www.MuslimMatch.com (which has attracted 47,649
members) (Shahine 2004).

Another supportive study in the Rield is about a study done on a sample
of students at American University in Cairo, 50% of men and women said they
had met at least one member of the opposite sex through the online websites
(Galal 2003). Such act is totally forbidden in some middle eastern countries
such as Saudi Arabia which has a total segregation between men and women
and they are not allowed to chat or meet before marriage , and definitely they
are not allowed to have casual chit chat with strangers(Galal 2003). In other
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middle eastern countries such as Kuwait, 75% of the university students are
active social media users and an average percentage of this sample are using
the online dating apps. So, it is obvious that the online dating is becoming
easier in Egypt nowadays with the presence and the aid of the smart phones
with the presence of Wi-Fi. This allows to log anyone on the online apps,
websites or platforms in seconds, opening the doors for more romance
exposure which can be easier of done virtually than in real life. And in most of
the cases, it is such an act that is not done or declared to be done. Thus, it is
done in a hidden way, due to the cultural barriers and the parental control even
on the grown up daughters and sons in Egypt.

2- SigniCicance of the study

The signikicance of this research lies in testing a crucial social
phenomenon happening in Egypt nowadays which is the addiction to the social
media platforms. It is testing how these new platforms affect the couple
relations in Egypt. What is new about this research is that it is tackling some
aspects that are considered cultural taboo in the Egyptian society such as
preferring to spend time on social media platforms than spending time with the
partner, chatting with strangers or comparing the partner to someone else
( emotional inRidelity) which can lead to cheating among couples. Moreover; it
is tackling the online dating apps which are totally rejected by many of the old
aged people where they don’t believe that their daughters or sons can be
engaged in using these apps and talking and dating with strangers. Such private
topic in Egypt is not academically addressed before.

In the past decade it has been noticeable that the great inRluence of the
social media tools can have on the life style and the behavior of the people in
Egypt. Such phenomenon is currently elevated due to the wide spread of the
smart phones in Egypt and actually the availability of the mobile networks with
good prices for internet packages. Thus, this facilitates and supports its usage.
This led to the phenomenon of the growing number of Egyptians who are
using the social media platforms nowadays with huge number of hours per day .

It is obvious that the over use of the social media in our daily life
activities, we are faced with few challenges among couples causing family
disintegration in the Egyptian society. For example, Rirst, the over use of time
spent on such media, decreases the quality time between couples. Second, the
over use of social media can lead to cheating, emotional inkidelity, or social
comparison among couples. Such phenomenon can lead to separation or even
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divorce between couples. Third, the online dating is a double edged weapon. It
can cause lots of harms for the couples if used by one of the partners with bad
intentions. The nature of couple relationships will be examined for the effect of
electronic communication on the quality of the relationships. The goal of this
study is to effectively show the impact of the text based electronic
communication (Facebook, whatsapp and online dating apps) on couple
relationships in the Egyptian society. So, this research will shed the light on
such dangerous widespread social phenomenon, and will show the
recommendations to overcome such a common social problem as a result of the
negative excessive use of technology.

3- Operational DeCinitions

Social media: It is defined as “ the web-based communication tools that enable
people to interact with each other by both sharing and consuming information”
(Nations, 2018). Another delinition for social media Social media is defined as
“a group of Internet-based applications that build on the ideological and
technological foundations of Web 2.0, and that allow the creation and exchange
of the contents by users “(Kaplan & Haenlein, 2010).

Social media platforms: it is a service or site or method that connects
audience together virtually. This term is used here as Facebook, whatsapp and
online dating apps.

Couple relations: Any couples that are in love relationship without legal or
formal marriage and without residing in one home.

Marriage relationship: it is the legally or formally recognized union of two
people as partners in a personal relationship and residing in one home.

4- Literature Review
4.1- Effects of Social media on quality time between couples:

Due to the current huge presence of the smart phones, the usage of the
social media apps and websites has skyrocketed in the 21st era. This led to the
phenomenon that world is becoming a global village without boundaries due to
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the wide spread of the internet and the availability of the social media where
people from all over the world can become friends and share daily activities
with just one click. Yet, in this part of the research we will talk about the
negatives of using Facebook, and whatsapp. Ironically enough although it is
called Facebook, yet it discourage the face to face interaction and encourages
the virtual one. As we all experience from the people around us, that the
Facebook usage is becoming a recent type of addiction (Nawi & Hamzah; LatiRi,
2015). This is a recent phenomenon where people spend hours in front of their
mobile or computer screens on the Facebook platform. This can consume and
waste several hours daily. Thus, it is obvious this wasted time can be used in
other beneRicial activities, or even to be spent with family or the partner (Nawi
& Hamzah; Latiki, 2015). So, less attention is given to the needs of the other
partner, which can create a volcano that may erupt at any time. This leads to the
dissatisfaction among couples’ relationships (Latifi, 2015).

The researchers believe that people feel at ease sharing their status on
Facebook or whatsapp before sharing it with their spouse or partner. So, the
partner here comes home and is surprised that his or her couple has an
incident in life that was posted on Facebook with hundreds or even thousands
that he or she knows nothing about. Here, the partner feels unimportant to his
or her couple. Moreover, nowadays people are spending hours on the piece of
an iron machine that connects one to virtual life and ignores his or her couple
that just lives in less than 5 meters away. It is very surprising how come one can
prefer to share his or her status or feeling with people that can be far away by
miles over people who just live with him in the same house under one roof. It
was proven in the study done by Aaron et al. (2014) that the over use of
Facebook and the bigger the interaction with friends and sharing information
with them, the less is the interaction with the other partner(Latiki, 2015). The
researchers believe that this may take place due the convenience of the smart
phones 24 /7 while the partner is busy at work or in the personal life. Yet, this
raises the question whether if this implies that the virtual support of the social
media may substitute the emotional support of the human partner.

This phenomenon was tested in Malaysia by Chan et al. (2008) and
tested in Texas University, where the results assured that the over abuse usage
of the social media results in conklicts and social problems among couples
(Latiki, 2015). Also, it was proven in Iran that there is a significant relation
between the over use of the social network sites (SNS) and the divorce (LatiRi,
2015). This was reinforced by another study in USA, where 8% of respondents
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reported that they argued with their spouse due to their over consumption of
time spent on the cell phones and the social media (Lenhart &Duggan, 2014).
Supporting this argument, it was concluded in the research of Valenzuela,
Halpern &Katz (2014) that there was positive correlation between the social
network sites, and especially Facebook and lower marriage quality time,
marriage unhappiness, marriage troubles and even thinking of separation.
However, such results were not proven in Saudi Arabia where there was no
relation between the use of social media and couples’ relationships as 72% of
the respondents disagreed that their social media usage affects their marriage
relation. (Alanazi, 2015).Thus, for such contradiction among the countries of
the world, the researchers are interested to test such phenomenon in Egypt

Talking about the positives of the social media usage and the marriage
life concerning the time aspect, the researchers believe that there are some
advantages that have to be mentioned. First, the researchers believe that the
social media helps the partners to share common videos and incidents that suit
their mutual interest. The researchers believe that the couples can have fun
watching or even just sending a funny video to each other. In other words, the
healthy marriage is reached when the couples talk offline on stuff that was
found online (Krafsky, 2010). This was backed up by a research done in US4, on
the effects of social media on couples. It was reported that 21% of respondents
said that they felt closer to their spouse by the shared materials on social media
(Lenhart &Duggan, 2014).Second, the couples can send daily messages on
whatsapp asking about each other, when will the partner go home. Third, the
social media can help the couples if one of them is traveling for work, to share
the daily life incidents through the camera based web apps, like face time,
Skype, and Viber. This decreases the feeling of homesickness and increases the
bond among the families, even if they are located in different territories of the
globe.

Fourth, social media can strengthen the relationships between the
couples and their group of friends. Thus, it is tool to help in connecting the
couples with good old friends or with the common ones (Krafsky, 2010).This
strengthens the bond at the end of the day, as it creates loyalty to one group
which is translated in emotional bonding among couples. Fifth, it was said in
the research of Lenhart &Duggan (2014) that 9% of respondents stated that
the social media helps them to resolve an argument that was unresolved in their
face to face communication (Lenhart &Duggan, 2014). However, the
researchers disagree on this point. The researchers believe that the non-facial
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communication helps to engrave more misunderstanding, in the time of the
arguments, due to the absence of emotions, facial expressions and body
language in the virtual and non-facial communication. Sixth, the same study of
Lenhart &Duggan (2014) mentioned that 25% of respondents mentioned that
they used to text the spouse when they are still home together but in other
areas in the home. The researchers agree for this Rinding, as this will be
strengthening the relationship even if they are in the same place but in different
areas. Seventh, the researchers noted that the daily interactions between the
spouses/couples through the textual social media messages for the short quick
greetings during work, can enhance the marriage relationship such as the quick
chit chatting.

4.2- Effects of Social Media on emotional inCidelity

As said before that the social media platforms open the doors for their
members to share every single detail about one’s life; starting from the
personal morning selkie in bed, the daily cup of coffee, the breakfast plate, the
sellie on the way to work, the traveling places, the daily outings..etc. The
researchers found that some of their friends list on the Facebook is even
exhibiting a fake image about themselves and about their daily routine. It was
stated that a continuous passive browsing of the news feed of friends, will lead
to having a lower self-esteem , a low elf worth image, lower self-image, and
lower worth feeling (Krasnova et. al, 2013).

The point is that the inkidelity does not have to be a sexual one. It can be
an emotional one, or an emotional affair. This includes just chatting with
another stranger other than the partner, and satisfying the emotional needs by
another partner, and in our case this process will be via a virtual media. Thus,
one can say emotional infRidelity is “a heart affair” (Nelson & Salauw 2017).

One can say that that emotional inkidelity is dekined as “when one
partner goes outside the primary relationship to get his or her emotional needs
met” (Nelson & Salauw, 2017). It goes without saying that the emotional
inRidelity or the online emotional infidelity specikically can lead to emotional,
psychological, and physical damage to the original partner’s relationships. Such
an act is considered as psychological trauma situation which needs serious
actions and remedies. It was proven that partners who were betrayed by their
other half through emotional inkidelity are 6 times more depressed than those
who didn’t witness any type of inkidelity through their life time relationship
(Cano and O’Leary 2000). Emotional inRidelity results in lack of trust, grief, and
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disbelief as if the partner had died (Young et al., 2000). The researchers believe
that any type of inkidelity may elicit the feeling of revenge against the involved
partner. It can even elicit jealous feelings that may include violent actions
against the virtual partner as a worst case scenario.

Emotional inkidelity occurs when a person allows someone of the
opposite sex to fulkill emotional needs that should be met by the original
partner. Thus, it is a process of creating a virtual intimacy, attachment and a
virtual missing feeling for the new virtual partner (Nelson & Salawu 2017). In
other words, one is willing to spend time with the virtual partner over spending
time with the original one. The virtual partner is the one that one contides to,
sharing his/her daily activities willingly rather than sharing such information
with the original partner. This may lead to sharing the problems in homes with
this new virtual partner. Such an intimacy can even lead to fantasizing about
having a real physical relation with this virtual partner as per Burke (2013)
cited in Nelson & Salawu (2017).

It is important to note that the emotional inkidelity is called internet
inRidelity , or cyber inRidelity as it is being facilitated by the internet usage.
Moreover, it has some signs that an involved partner fall in as per Nelson &
Salawu (2017). First, the partner reveals lots of private and daily activities
information with the virtual partner. Second, declaring that the virtual partner
is “just a friend”. Third, disclosing troubles or problems related to the original
partner. Fourth, emotional infidelity may take part by comparing the virtual
partner to the original partner, even if this comparison takes place through a
mental process. Sixth, imaging having a relation with the virtual partner.
Seventh, the involved partner prefers and plans to spend time with the virtual
partner and enjoys it more than spending this time with the original partner. So
such signs can act as precautions for emotional inkidelity, which is as strong as
the physical one. Both can disturb the marriage relation or even make it vanish
away.

Another point is changing the status of married to non-married, or in
relationship to single. This is commonly observed in Egypt nowadays, when the
couples are having the regular marriage quarrels, one of the partners just
jumps to the conclusion and decided to change the marital status to non-
married. The researchers have witnessed these phenomena in the people
around them. It was done as a matter that a couple wants to play on the nerves
of his/her partner. It was even mentioned that there a murderer case where a
woman was Killed in USA by her husband after changing her status from
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married to non-married (Nawi & Hamzah, 2010). Another negative aspect of
the Facebook is when one of the couples uses negative quotes as a hidden
message to the partner. This makes the relation between them worse. In the
study of Ngonidzashe ( 2016), it was stated that 33% of divorces mentioned
were because of Facebook inappropriate messages to the other sex. In the same
study, it was mentioned that Facebook and whatsapp can hinder the feeling of
security, clarity and trust among couples (Ngonidzashe, 2016).

The following results in the study of Nelson & Salawu (2017) that was
held in Nigeria. In this study that took place in Nigeria, it was proven through a
survey that 62% of respondents have witnessed emotional inRidelity personally
or through their network. In the same study, it was proved that 35% of
respondents shared personal and intimate information about themselves with
virtual friends on Facebook. In the same study, 40% of respondents indicated
that they had disclosed personal information to close friends through Facebook
that the original partner knows nothing about. It was proved also in the same
study that the self-disclosure of information on Facebook strongly weakness the
relation among the original couples. This result was reinforced in another
study held in US4, it was stated that 27.8% of respondents declared that their
partners cheated on them physically, emotionally or cyberally (Schonian, 2013).
And in the same study 5% of respondents stated that they have cheated on their
partners whether emotionally or cyebrally.

4.3- Effects of online dating apps on couple relationships

Humans are social beings who have always aimed at Rinding their
perfect match since the creation of Adam and Eve. Many cultures view life as
incomplete till one embarks a successful relation with a signikicant other.
Reasons why, people throughout the course of history have come up with
innovative methods that would help them achieve that task. Starting with
matchmakers who used to roam among households with photos of brides to be
and grooms who are seeking future wives, till our present time being you can
get aquatinted through a super-eflicient application on your phone. The end
result will always remain to be the irreplaceable need of humans to having a
partner in their life. Dating websites have changed the way couples meet. Now
evidence is emerging that this change is inkluencing levels of interracial
marriage and even the stability of marriage itself. Match.com went live in 1995.
A new wave of dating websites, such as OKCupid, emerged in the early 2000s.
And the 2012 arrival of Tinder changed dating even further (Cooper,
Delmonico, & Burg, 2000). Online dating gives users the option to seek out
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partners and manage those relationships in a virtual world while they go about
their daily lives while (Blossfeld & Schmitz, 2012). It offers the chance to meet
similar minded people based on specilied prokiles and preferences where there
is less reliance on the help of friends.

Online dating has been a revolutionary state since it has been started.
But like every coin, it has double sides. Online dating causes some dangerous
effects, which if not noted well, will end in a disastrous result. One needs to
realize how online dating can affect the habits, activities, hobbies, and time
management of one’s life. For the Rirst time users, it is fun especially when
viewing the protiles of others. But, one might be led to the wrong companion,
or one might be misled ( Merkle, 2000). More extensively, online dating can
become an addiction that kills one’s precious time.

And for those who are in a committed relationship, online dating is a
considered a type of cheating that easily ruins the marital life. Such activities
don’t only affect the marital or romantic life, but also it can affect their health as
well , due to the long time at the computers or mobiles, skipping meals and no
sleep. It can even lead to escaping from the social life that one might be involved
in. In addition, one can experience drastic mood swings especially if the
computer happened to be damaged , they become frustrated (Biossfeld &
Schmitz, 2011). It has been shown that online romantic relation-ships were
considered to be ‘real’ acts of betrayal in an investigation by Whitty (2002),
where community attitudes towards Internet relationships were investigated,
and whether they are considered to be acts of betrayal.

On the other hand, there are also some benetits of the online dating.
First, the internet can easily provide a wider selection of men and women with
various amount of proliles shared online. One can customize his needs in the
new partner through these websites or applications. These online apps can aid
in Rinding one’s partner that he or she is dreaming of. In addition, the online
dating helps one to be introduced to the ideologies and patterns of life of the
virtual partner before taking a serious step to meet before mating. Another
benefit of online dating is that it is such an ideal tool for the introverts for
Rinding love in online dating as they can spend their energy on people they get
to know through such websites. Furthermore, online dating aids in removing
the stigma on traditions that we used to believe. Moreover, the issue of gender,
equality and sexual orientation are being explored virtually through such
websites. It is important to note that that such dating websites are widely used
more in the developed nations. Thus, it is obvious that participating in such
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online dating websites or applications can lead more disintegration among
couples or partners due to the abused consumed time and off course as such an
actis considered cheating( Cooper, Morahan, Mathy, & Maheu, 2002).

5- Theoretical framework

There is the media dependency theory where it proved that the abuse
of social media platforms encourage self-disclosure to other people than the
original partners (Nelson & Salawu 2017). It even makes the access easily to
such an act. This is due to the sharing of comments, information about oneself
on the social media, which strengthen the virtual relation among the
communicators on the social platform. On the other hand, it weakens the
relation between the original partners. It can even make one desires the
presence of the virtual partner to share the daily activities or interests with
(Nelson & Salawu 2017). The point is that due to the complex and rapid
changing world around us, the people are depending on the media platforms to
get all the information they need, to get a job opportunity, to watch movies, to
share and receive social comments ( Nelson & Salawu 2017). There is positive
relation between the use of media, and the importance it takes in one’s life.
Thus, the more, we depend on the media in different aspects in our life, the
more it will become a major factor in our life ( Nelson & Salawu 2017. It was
stated that some partners resort to Facebook to seek potential partners outside
the marriage relation. It was even concluded that women in Nigeria resorted to
Facebook to overcome their feelings of loneliness and need for intimacy away
from the marriage relationship (Nelson & Salawu 2017). It was stated that
Facebook is becoming an international easy access tool to create romantic
relations among people all over the world ( Nelson & Salawu 2017. This is due
to the daily interaction with it, or even the several interactions per day with it.
This research pointed to the media dependency theory which states that “the
more the one satishies his needs through the media, the more it will become a
foundation stone in his daily activities in life” as per Baran & Davis, 2009 cited
in Nelson & Salawu 2017.

The researchers believe that the openness to such social media
platforms with huge amount of time, will lead to comparing the personal lives.
This is called the Social comparison theory which was originated by Festinger
in the 1950’s. It is mainly stating that there is a basic human tendency to feel
good or bad about ourselves based on how we compare to others (Festinger
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1954). The authors believe that this tendency to compare one’s life to another
one may disturb or even rock one’s personal life stability. This may even open
the door to more cheating, betrayal, and worst case scenario an inkidelity. This
may take place believing in the metaphor of “the grass is greener at our
neighbor” which indicates that people may compare between their spouse and
the ones they see on the Facebook. They may even leave their partner, just for
the sake of some pictures or a portrayed image of some people on their friends
list. The point is that who said that this self-portrayed image on Facebook is
real, and not fake. Even if, it is a real self-image, does that allow the partner to
even think of leaving his or her other half just to go to the pre-assumed “better
half”. This takes place through unfavorable social comparison among these
people on the friend list, supporting how the social media can foster any quick
online relation to a deep or a love one.

The researchers believe that this can lead to a mental comparison
between the partner and anyone of the media platforms. This is believed to be a
mental inkidelity and not an emotional or physical one. This may take place due
to the continuing stalking at pictures or accounts of people having fun in
vacations, people got higher promotions, people are happy in their outings,
people got married, people are happy in their marriages. Such status that
doesn’t have to be present in current one’s life at the moment of seeing or
knowing these news. Our research is concentrating on the couple relationship
part. Thus, looking at the news feed of the happily married couple, or this
stunning friend, and comparing her or him with the other half. This may lead to
lower life satisfaction or even a lower marital satisfaction life. (Krasnova et. al,
2013). Yet, it was stated that people who feel bad about themselves due to the
unfavorable social comparison are those who already lack self-conRidence
(Panger 2014). Also, it was proved in the same study that people tend to feel
bad about themselves more when comparing their life to the public Rigures
(Panger, 2014).

One must discuss the theory of “Social penetration” which stated that
any two communicators who engage in shallow conversation, can be easily
trapped in a later deep and intimate relation and emotional closeness (Altman
& Taylor 1973). So, in this way, the shallow social conversation on the social
media platforms if occurred on regular basis, such shallow relationship can be
converted to a more serious one.

In other words, emotional inRidelity can be dekined as emotional
attachment beyond the friendship level. This research is testing the emotional
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inRidelity through the social media platforms specially Facebook and whatsapp.
This was supported by the ACE model ( anonymity, convince and escape) which
was developed in the new technological era, declaring how technology
facilitates relations among others (Young, Griffin-Shelley, Cooper, O’'Mara, &
Buchanan, 2007). The anonymous part is here that individuals present
themselves on the technological platforms in the way they wish to, which is less
reliable than the face to face communication. And as mentioned before that the
internet social platforms make the communication more convenient for use
24/7. Furthermore, it makes the involved partner escape from the unfavorable
conditions in the relations with the original partner.

6- Problem Statement

The goal of this study is to effectively show the impact of the text based
electronic communications; Facebook, whatsapp, and online dating apps on
couple relationships. This research tries to explore, analyze and discover the
effects of social media platforms on the couple relationships in the Egyptian
society, by trying to answer the main research question which is; Are the social
media platforms a tool of attacking and running the couple relationship in the
Egyptian society. So, this research will try to shed the light on such dangerous
widespread phenomenon that is considered cultural taboo in the Egyptian
society.

7- Research Questions

1. What are the negative effects of social media on the quality time on the
couple relationship in the Egyptian society?

2. Do social media(Face book mainly) facilitate emotional inRidelity
among couples in the Egyptian society?

3. Do the online dating apps or websites help people Rind good spouses in
the Egyptian society?

4. What are the opinions of the participants towards the effect of online
dating on cheating among the couples in Egypt?

8- Measurements in the Research questions:
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The time spent on social media was tested in the questions by the
number of hours spent on Facebook and whatsapp. There were specikic
questions directed that one spends more time on social media than with
partners. And whether the time spent on social media caused the couple
problems and broke the privacy between them. And in worst case
scenario it was testing if the social media can let someone think of
separation and divorce.

Also, the quality time between partners were tested. The quality time
was tested through the attention and interaction among couples. It was
also tested by losing special moments among the couples. It was also
tested through the feeling of being ignored by the partner .On the other
hand, the authors tested if there were any positives of the social media
on the quality time by having fun together sharing the videos and talking
about incidents or videos took place on social media.

Emotional inGidelity among couples:

Here the emotional inkidelity was measured through opening the doors
to talk with someone else than the partner through the social media,
even checking or contacting an old partner or by sending messages to
another one not the partner. It was also measured through comparison
among the partners and other people on the social media. It also
measured if someone sought emotional support by someone rather than
the partner on Facebook. It was also measured through Rlirting or liking
and commenting on the comments of other than the partner. It also
measured being betrayed by a partner if he/she Rlirted with someone on
the social media. Also, it measured if one stated that the relational status
on Facebook or hidden it to facilitate emotional inkidelity. Also, whether
the partner is a friend on Facebook with the other partner not just to
facilitate the emotional inkidelity he/she is committing.

The online dating apps or websites

This was tested through the comparison between the online dating and
the regular one. It was also tested whether the online dating gives better
chances by widening the pool of the applicants. It also tested whether
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the online dating is not accepted culturally in Egypt as it is thought that
it gives the girls a bad reputation.

The online dating and cheating among the couples

This was tested whether the participant or his/her partner created or
viewed online dating proliles while they are in committed relationships.
This was also tested if the online dating can create more cheating and
Rlirting among the couples in Egypt.

The scope of this study is limited to survey questions only and no
ethnographic observations or experimental research are conducted.
The questions of the effects of social media on quality time between
couples were adapted by from the research done by Williams (2012) .

The research questions regarding the emotional infidelity and online
dating were adapted from the study of Schonian (2013). It is known that
it is better to adapt already done survey questions to ensure their
validity and reliability. The study includes current forms of text based on
electronic communication and concludes with the ways to use electronic
communication between couples in a positive way.

9- Mythology of the study

This research was tested by having self-administered survey
electronically. This is due to the widespread of the electronic
communication. The information is based on the respondent’s
perceptions and doesn’t try to independently verify the accuracy of
these perceptions

Questions asked the respondents to reply in the form of multiple
choice questions. Through a carefully constructed survey, the research
tackles a question of the perception that impact the electronic
communication has on marriage/couple relationships. This survey is
limited only to test the effects of 3 types of social media such as
Facebook whatsapp, and online dating apps.
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Through these exploratory questions and answers, the study attempts to
interpret the responses and use them to analyze the research mentioned
hypothesis mentioned above. This study suggests ways electronic
communication can be used to impact marriage /couple relations
positively and when it is harmful and should be avoided.

A tool for data gathering was using the structured survey
questions using Likert Scales. The Likert scales were used to
differentiate and identify the different levels of agreement on the
researched topics. The answers were grouped where they begin with
Strongly Disagree, disagree, neutral, agree and ending in strongly agree.

The online survey was conducted through Google form. Prior
surveys were focused on who uses electronic communication and how
often. Yet, what is different about this survey that it was testing the
effects on couple relationships in Egypt.

9.1 Ethical considerations

The online survey was conducted in this way to save Rinancial cost and
time of both the researchers and the respondents. The assumptions are
that the participants are already logged to the internet and won’t pay
extra fees to reply to the survey. While the survey questions were
considered tackling private issued in the Egyptian culture, the
respondents must have felt comfortable while answering them and sure
that they are anonymous and that the results are kept conkidential. A
benefit of the web based survey is that the respondents are willing to
answer the questions honestly especially when it comes to private
issues, than when completing the survey in person.

10-Sampling
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The goal of this research is to survey as many people as are willing to
participate. This resulted in a convenience or available sample. An electronic
survey was used to decrease the cost and be more convenient for people who
encourage them to participate. The survey is offered to males and females ages
starting 20 years old to 60 years old on Facebook, whatsapp, and email. They
were told that the surveys will not take more than 10 minutes to answer. There
was no personal connection to the survey, so anyone can reply. Therefore,
anyone can answer the survey. This resulted in a snowball sampling. Since, the
survey was anonymously constructed, and results were kept conlidentially, this
may result in encouraging the people to answer the survey. The sample was
mainly those who know how to read English , have social media platforms and
are in a relationship.

The online survey was answered by 113 respondents of both males and
females. The females were the majority counting for 92.7% while the males for
only 7.3%. This can be explained that some females have less working hours
than males, or even some females are not working yet, whether they are stay
home mums or females who didn’t Rind jobs yet. The majority of the age range
is between 31 to 40 years old. This counts for 40.2% of the total respondents.
This may be explained that this the age of married couples in Egypt, and thus
may have faced or are facing the current problem of the research study. This is
followed by 30.4% of the respondents whose age range is between 21 to 30
years old. This may be explained that this age before marriage like to have
adventures in their life, especially if they are not married yet. Their life style
entities more fun time, more travelling, and may be the need to get to know new
people. This may be satiskied by encountering new people on the social media.
Another reason that a big percentage of such age answered the survey is that
they have more free time before getting married and less commitments by the
house chores and kids’ needs.

Then , comes the middle aged people of the sample which represents
17% of respondents of age 41 to 50 years old. This small percentage may be
explained due to being busy in the life where work, house chores and
daughters’ and sons’ responsibilities are maximized. Finally, the least
percentage of 8% of respondents is of age 51 to 60 years old. This phenomenon
is explained that the young ones are the technology literate while the old ones
may Rind difficulty using the Google forms to answer the survey.

And, dekiantly such interesting and feministic topic is more for the
interest of the females than the male ones. Plus, the working hours of the
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females are more Rlexible allowing them to solve such surveys more than males.
Also, the females have more free time left alone without the partners, so this
may create a sort of emotional deprivation for some females whose partners
spend more time in work . And it is obvious that the recent economic condition
of Egypt and the devaluation of the Egyptian pound led to the more increase in
prices and things are becoming more expensive. This may have forced the males
to search for another job at night or to spend more time in work to have much
better salaries to help them cope with the recent inRlation. In this matter, the
males leave their females long hours per day, which may explain the female
needs for love and affection, which can be found through the virtual
communication tools. Talking about the marital status, it is important to note
that 66.7% of respondents stated that they are married while 26.1% of the
respondents stated that they are in a relation.

11-Research Cindings and analysis

11.1 Results of the effects of social media on quality time:

Graph (1)

Which of the following describes the time you use Facebook per day?

@ less than one hour aday
@ 1-3 hours aday
@ 4-6 hours aday
@ More than 6 hours aday
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It is clear from the above statistics that the majority which is 45.5%
spends 1-3 hours on Facebook daily and 23.2% of participants spend 4-6 hours
daily on Facebook. So, if one suggests that the social media is spent during the
leisure time, then delinitely there won’t be any time left to stay with the other
partner. This result supports the study that stated Facebook usage is becoming
arecent type of addiction (Nawi & Hamzah; Latiki, 2015). Thus, it is obvious this
wasted time can be used in other beneRicial activities, or even to be spent with
family or the partner (Nawi & Hamzah; Latifi, 2015). This result also supports
the study of Shelton (2016), where it was mentioned that by time, with the
eroding personal communication among couples due to the excess usage of
smart phones, people get used to and prefer the bonding with their smart
phones over bonding with their partners .
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Graph (2)

How much time do you spend on Whatsapp?

@ less than one hour aday
@ 1-3 hours aday
@ 4-6 hours aday
@ More than 6 hours aday

Here

again the majority of participants replied that they use whatsapp for long
number of hours per day, 37.5% of participants stated that they use it for 1-3
hours per day. While 22.3 % of participants stated that they use it 4-6 hours
per day. This is proving that so much time is consumed on the social media
vehicles per day, which will eventually results in less time spent with the
partner. The long time wasted in using the smart phones supports the study of
Shelton (2016) where it was mentioned that by time, with the eroding
personal communication among couples , due to the excess usage of smart
phones, people get used and prefer the bonding with their smart phones over
bonding with their partners
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Graph (3)

You spend for more time on Facebook or whatsapp than you spend time
with your partner?

@ Strongly Disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly Agree

Here this question answers the Rirst research question where the majority
32.1% of participants declared that they agree that they spend more time on
Facebook than with partners, and 17.9% strongly agreed to this sentence. This
is supported by the study of Latif (2015) stating that less attention is given to
the needs of the other partner, which can create a volcano that may erupt at
any time. This leads to the dissatisfaction among couples ‘s relationships(Latiki,
2015). Supporting this argument, it was concluded in the research of
Valenzuela, Halpern &Katz (2014) that there was a positive correlation
between the social network sites, and especially Facebook and lower marriage
quality time, marriage unhappiness, marriage troubles and even thinking of
separation.
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Graph (4)

I lose special moments with my partner because of social media
communication (Facebook)?

@ Strongly Disagree
® Agree
@ Neutral

@ Strongly Agree

Here testing the quality time among partners, and whether the social
media vehicles lead to losing the special moments with the partners; this was
totally rejected by the majority of the participants as 47.3% of them strongly
disagreed to this statement while 33.7% of participants agreed . This result
confirms the result held in Saudi Arabia where there was no relation between
the use of social media and couples’ relationships as 72% of the respondents
disagreed that their social media usage affect their marriage relation (Alanazi,
2015). Yet, this result contradicts the study of Valenzuela, Halpern &Katz
(2014) which stated that there was positive correlation between the social
network sites, and especially Facebook, and lower marriage quality time,
marriage unhappiness, marriage troubles and even thinking of separation.
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Graph (5)

I have problems with my partner because of the time spend using social
media?

@ Strongly Disagree
@ Disgree

@ Neutral

® Agree

@ Strongly Agree

Here a direct question was asked about whether the time spent on social
media causes problems between the partners, and this was rejected by 56.2%
of the participants, while accepted by 23.2% of participants. This result
conkirms the study in USA, where only small percentage; 8% of respondents
reported that they argued with their spouse due to their over consumption of
time spent on the cell phones and the social media(Lenhart &Duggan, 2014).
This result is against the study of Valenzuela, Halpern &Katz (2014), it was
concluded in the research of that the more the time spent on social media
platforms, the more are the quarrels between the couples and delinitely leading
to less quality time. Also, this result is against the results of Porter et al, 2012
which stated that the more the couples are engaged in social media platforms,
the more the problems are there among the couples.
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Graph (6)

Social media communication decreases the attention and

@ Strongly Disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly Agree

interaction for my partner?

Testing the quality time, and if one feels ignored by the partner due to
excess use of the social media, this was rejected by 36% of participants, while
accepted by 43.2% of participants. So, this showed that social media could
seriously cause less interaction and attention in the real life of couples. So, this
result supports the study of Marano ( 2017) where it was even stated that no
discussions among couples take place with the presence of the smart phone in
each ones’ hands. And if any discussion takes place, it will be a shallow one , not
a deep and emotional one, and supports the study of Henline & Harris (2006)
which stated that the less interaction among couples may lead to the
enlargement of problems and more boundaries are built around the problem
solving issue .
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Graph (7)

I feel ignored due to my partner’s over use of social media?

@ Strongly Disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly Agree

Testing the quality time between partners, 48.3% of participants
rejected that they feel ignored by the partner due to excess use of the social
media, while 32.1% of participants accepted it. This proves that still a
considerable percentage of participants are feeling lonely and ignored by the
partner who is using the social media excessively. Still the 32.1% of participants
agreed with the study of Latifi, (2015) and (Berenson , 2015); where it was
proven in the study done by Aaron et al. (2014) that the over use of Facebook
and the bigger the interaction with friends and sharing information with them,
the less is the interaction with the other partner, leading to feeling of loneliness
and rejection .
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Graph (8)

The over use of the social media can let me feel or think of separation or

@ Strongly Disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly Agree

divorce with my partner?

Here testing the amount of time spent on social media and its effects on
separation and divorce, it was rejected by 75% of participants indicating that
the excess use of social media won't result in the separation or divorce among
the Egyptian couples. These results go against the previous results held in
Malaysia by Chan et al. (2008) and tested in Texas University, where the results
assured that the over abuse usage of the social media results in conklicts and
social problems among couples (Latifi, 2015). And also against the results
proven in Iran, that there is a significant relation between the over use of the
social network sites (SNS) and the divorce (Latiki, 2015).
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11.2 Results of the effects of social media on the Emotional inCidelity

Graph (9)

Facebook can make you compare between your partner and another one

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

on this platform?

Asking about whether social media helps one to compare between
someone else and the partner, the results came with rejection from 61.7% while
acceptance by 19.6%. Still, 19.6% acceptance of the participants is a
considerable amount. This supports the study of Krasnova et. al, ( 2013) where
it was proved in the same study that people tend to feel bad about themselves
more when comparing their life or partners to the public Rigures (Panger
2014).
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Graph (10)

I sought emotional support from someone other than my partner through
Facebook

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral
® Agree
@ Strongly agree

Talking about emotional inkidelity, and if someone seeks emotional
support from other than the partner; this was rejected by 82.9% of the
participants, while only accepted by 9% of participants. These results
contradict the results of a similar study held in Nigeria by Nelson & Salawu
(2017). In this study that took place in Nigeria, it was proven through a survey
that 62% of respondents have witnessed emotional inRidelity personally by
seeking emotional support through their virtual couples.
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Graph (11)

You contacted a former partner/lover through a technological medium,
example Facebook or Whatsapp?

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Talking about the emotional inRidelity through the social media, and whether
one contacted an old partner through the media, this was rejected by 75% of
the participants, while accepted only by 14.3% of the participants. These results
contradict the study of Ellison, Steinfeld & Lampe( 2007)where It was
mentioned that social media in general and Facebook specifically, can help the
spouse to reconnect with the ex-partner he/she had a relationship with before
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Graph (12)

You chat with someone who isn’t your partner through whatsapp

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

A @ Strongly agree

Testing the emotional inRidelity, and whether, one chatted with
another one through whatsapp rather than the partner, it was rejected by
54.9% of participants and accepted by 27% of participants which is still a
considerable amount. These results support a similar result foe survey held in
USA. And in the same study 5% of respondents

Testing the emotional inkidelity, and whether, on chatted with other one
through whatsapp than the partner, it was rejected by 54.9% of participants
and accepted by 27% of participants which is still a considerable amount.
These results support a similar result foe survey held in USA. And in the same
study 5% of respondents stated that they have cheated on their partners
whether emotionally or cyebrally(Schonian, 2013).
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Graph (13)

You Acknowledge an element of someone's social networking site who is
not your partner (such as "liking a Facebook post")

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Testing emotional inRidelity, and whether one acknowledges someone
not the partner on Facebook by liking or commenting on his/her writings, it
was accepted by 52.7% of participants and rejected by 25% of participants.
This supports the literature review of a similar study held in Nigeria where
sometimes, people just declare that the virtual partner is “just a friend” which
may lead to further disclosure troubles or problems related to the original
partner or even comparison between this friend and the partner ( Nelson &
Salawu, 2017).
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Graph (14)

Your partner contacted another person through Facebook or whatsapp
and was a kind of a love story or Clirting.

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Testing emotional inRidelity, and whether the partner contacted one than you by
social media, it was rejected by 68.7% of participants, and accepted by 12.5% of
participants. These results support a similar study held in USA where it was
stated that 27.8% of respondents declared that their partners cheated on them
physically, emotionally or cyberally (Schonian, 2013).

11.3 Results of the effects of online apps on the couple relationship
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Graph (15)

I viewed online dating proCiles while in a committed relationship

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

The result indicates that the majority (84.8%) of sample population will
not resort to online dating sites while being committed to a relationship. These
Rindings strongly reconcile with the Rindings of Whitty’s investigation (2002)
which suggests that online actions can have significant impact regardless of the
physical availability of the partners, thus are considered as acts of betrayal.

Generally speaking, this is a positive sign that affirms the strong behavioral
values and ethics present within the community, but of course exceptions exist
which mark the least percent within our survey.
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Graph (16)

Online dating sites can help your chances of Cinding 'the one" because it
widens the dating pool

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

This survey notes that about 53% have no buoyancy in online dating sites as an
alternate way of Rinding your other significant, while a low as 17% trust online
dating to be their gateway to reach their partner. As discussed in the paper,
many warn of online dating’s psychologically hazardous effects and
consequences. Kraut’s acclaimed study claims that internet causes loneliness,
depression and the destruction of social relationships, and is generally
hazardous to psychological well-being (Weiser, 2001, p.723). Beninger argues
that online relationships are illusionary, shallow and often hostile (McKenna,
1999, p.6). However, many defend internet mediated relationships, and argue in
favor of their positive consequences. Weiser’s 2001 study established that
social use of the internet may actually improve psychological wellbeing (p.724).
This proves how divided people are when it comes to the use on online dating
to Rind a potential lifetime partner.
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Graph (17)

Online dating can help more Clirting and cheating among the married
couples

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Nearly 70% agree that online dating is one of the main temptations facilitating
matrimonial inkidelity or at least virtual adultery. As previously stated, People
most likely to use internet for dating are those who are lonely, socially anxious
and unable to express themselves in face to face settings (McKenna, 2002, p.12).
Due to the abusive practices of online daters and the absence of censorship of
such sites, they have regrettably become an unoflicial gateway for illicit
communications and discrete hidden relationships. We still have a long way to
tread and a long list of protocols and regulations to be set to achieve a safer
online communication medium reliable enough to offer better terms of
communication and credibility to internet and social networks users.
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12 -Research Discussion

The current study explored the negative effects of social media
(Facebook, whatsapp and online apps) on the relationship among couples in
Egypt in regards to the quality time between them, the emotional inRidelity and
how the online dating apps can lead to more cheating and ruining this
relationship. It is very clear from the results that the participants spent huge
amount of time on Facebook, and whatsapp daily. It is clear from the above
statistics that the majority which is 45.5% spends 1-3 hours on Facebook daily
and 23.2% of participants spend 4-6 hours daily on Facebook. Here again the
majority of participants replied that they use whatsapp with a long number of
hours per day. 37.5% of participants stated that they use it for 1-3 hours per
day. While 22.3 % of participants stated that they use it 4-6 hours per day.

The point is if one works 8 hours per day or goes to university for 6 or 7
hours, how come there is enough time for some hours to be spent on Facebook
and other hours to be spent on whatsapp. The point is that the amount of free
time for the partner is just bits and pieces and deRinitely it will negatively affect
the quality time between the couples. This was proven as some of the
respondents declared that they spent more time on Facebook and whatsapp
more than the time they spent with their partners. Such behavior was accepted
and declared by 32.1% of the participants. So, no time is left for the partner, so
no sharing of moments, no sharing of daily activities together due to the
vanishing of time left after the social media consumption. And if any discussion
is to take place, it will be just a traditional and shallow one as no enough time
for deep discussion and solving any problems. This may lead to lack of intimacy
between the partners on the long run.

Testing the quality time, and if social media causes less interaction
between the couples, this was accepted by 43.2% of participants. Testing the
less quality time because of social media between partners, 32.1% of
participants accepted it. So, if one felt ignored or neglected by the partner,
definitely it will affect the relationship on the long run. Moreover, testing the
quality time among partners, and whether the social media vehicles had led to
losing the special moments with the partners; 33.7% of participants agreed .
Furthermore, testing the amount of time spent on social media and its effects
on separation and divorce, it was rejected by 75% of participants indicating
that the excess use of social media won’t result in the separation or divorce
among the Egyptian couples. Thus, this proves that the social media have
negative effects on the quality time between the couples in Egypt, but not to the
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extent of reaching the separation or divorce phase. On the other hand, it was
proven that the social media have some positives on the couple relations as they
just talk or share videos found on such platforms if they happen to sit together.
This was accepted by 47.5% of the sample. So, it all depends on how one will
use the social media tools in getting closer or far away from the partner.

So, in this way the Rirst research question “What are the negative effects
of social media on the quality time on couple relationships in the Egyptian
society? was answered through the results that the Egyptians spend huge
number of hours daily on the Facebook and whatsapp. This leads to less time
and interaction for the partner, and loss of special good moments together.
Thus, the huge number of hours spent on the social media has negative effects
on the quality time among couples in Egypt, but not to the degree of reaching
the separation and divorce.

Also, the huge number of hours spent on Facebook and whatsapp
together with the results of the Facebook activity which shows that 82.6% of
participants indicate that they use Facebook for browsing and commenting on
posts and pictures of others. This may create intimacy with the virtual friends
by commenting on the browsed posts. This supports the media dependency
theory which states that there is virtual intimacy among communicators who
depend on the media in their daily life. Also, these two measurements and their
results support the social comparison theory which indicates the long time
duration spent on the media, may result in comparison between one’s partner
and anyone in the media. This can lead to the emotional infidelity concept or
even a mental comparison between the partner and the others. The
researchers believe that getting closer to anyone on the social media even in a
virtual way, and preferring to share the emotions with him/her over the
original partner is still considered an inRidelity.

Talking about that the percentage of being deceived or cheated on is
always higher than the percentage of admitting deceiving or cheating on your
partner, these phenomena may have several explanations. It may be due to the
feeling of always of being victim, being the innocent one. Or, due to our culture
which isn’t easy to admit that one had cheated on his/her partner especially if
the respondent is a female. And since, the majority of the female respondents
here is 92.7% of the participants. Asking about whether social media helps one
to compare between someone else and the partner, the results came with
rejection from 61.7% . Also, the question” if you seeked emotional support
from other than the partner”; this was rejected by 82.9% of the participants.
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Talking about the emotional inRidelity through the social media, and whether
one contacted an old partner through the media, this was rejected by 75% of
the participants. Testing the emotional inkidelity, and whether, one chatted with
another one through whatsapp rather than the partner, it was rejected by
54.9% of participants . Testing emotional inRidelity, and whether one
acknowledges someone not the partner on Facebook by liking or commenting
on his/her writings, it was accepted by 52.7% of participants . Testing
emotional inkidelity, and whether the partner contacted one than you by social
media, it was rejected by 68.7% of participants.

The researchers have explanation that the part of the emotional
inRidelity was not accepted by most of the participants. This is because the
sample who answered the survey females contribute by 92.7 % of the sample.
This is because it is a taboo for Egyptian women to do such act, yet it is
somehow acceptable if the men do it. This is because Egypt is high context
culture where the people like to communicate by all possible communication
tools and are open to speak to others, and is high on masculine factor which
means that there are certain jobs specikied for men only and some actions are
acceptable for males but rejected for females. Thus, although Facebook and
whatsapp are established to connect people in the Rirst place, yet they are
double edged weapons if used as a method for wasting time, or if it is being
misused by talking to strangers, sending private messages to strangers, or
checking the ex-couple prokile and opening doors to him/her. These acts are
forbidden in the Egyptian culture and cannot be admitted or declared , even if
the results were answered anonymously.

Talking about the effects of the online dating apps and how it can ruin
any relationship. It was clear that it is not accepted by most of the participants
in the sample and as said before, this is due to the cultural norms in the country.
This was indicated by refusal of the online apps by 84% of the participants. Yet,
its presence can be undeclared and these answers don’t mean that it is actually
not there. As said before, the old aged parents refuse their daughters and sons
to get in relationship of the online apps, as it may indicate fake information
about the partner, his life style, his social class and family. Yet, it is there in the
country, even if not publically declared. This was proven by the question of “the
online dating can help you Rind a good partner” was rejected by 53% of
participants, yet it was accepted by other 47% of participants. This indicates
that the presence of the online dating apps is strongly proven, yet not easily
declared. This may be due to the ease of access of such apps and websites and
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being introduced to the candidates that Rit the criteria that one wants, with just
a click of mouse and even can be in different territories in the world. So, this
answered the third research question “ Do the online dating apps or websites
help people Rind good spouses in the Egyptian society? This was answered as
such apps are being started to be used in the Egyptian society , yet with more
suspicions on its usage due to the cultural barriers in the country.

But the point is that such online dating apps and technology must be
used in the good ways that help the humanity and not be against it by ruining
the already established re life relations among couples. This was clear as 70%
of participants declared that the presence of the online dating asps can easily
cause chatting among couples who are in relations and thus ruining such
relationships. This answered the fourth research question “What are the
opinions of the participants towards the effect of online dating on cheating
among the couples in Egypt?” admitting that the online apps can easily ruin a
stable relationship among couples.

13- Conclusion

From the above results, it is crystal clear that the social media is
becoming a key contributor to relationship conklict among couples in Egypt.
This is because some Egyptian couples stay for long number of hours on
Facebook and whatsapp, leading to having less quality time and real care for the
other partner. Yet, it was proven that if the social media is used in the correct
way , it may help the couples to connect together. Moreover, it was also clear
that the social media tools can easily destroy the couple relationships if
misused as it opens the door for social comparison, and emotional inkidelity
among couples. It was clear also, that the widespread of the online apps may
ring a bell to the cheating among the Egyptian couples. Yet, using the online
apps is still a border line issue in the Egyptian culture. So, it is obvious that the
social media platforms are a double edged weapon. They were established to be
a way of communication tool in the Rirst place. However, if they are used in
excessive number of hours or in a way with less integrity , this might lead to
more virtual connections with people on such platforms, yet more dis-
communication in real life with the partners. Thus, ruining and attacking the
couple relationship in Egypt.
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14- Limitations

The research was limited only to be collected through online surveys only
through Facebook, whatsapp, and emails. It didn’t use any qualitative research
methods. Thus, focus group research if used, it would have enriched the results.
Moreover, it was concentrating Rirstly on Facebook as a social medium and
secondly for the whatsapp and thirdly the online dating apps. Many others
social media platforms were not tested in the research. Furthermore, it also
included the upper classes only who speak and understand English. Moreover,
the survey was conducted for 3 weeks only due to the time constraints.

15- Recommendations

The research recommends that this research can be an exploratory
research for the negative effects of social media usage on couple relationships
in Egypt through online surveys. But for future research, it is better to consider
using other ways of contacting the samples. It is better also to use other
demographics and psychographics of people in Egypt to have a full display of
the real picture in the Egyptian society.

Tackling the research points of study, it is recommended that the couples
give more time for their partners over the usage of the social media platforms.
This will help the couples don'’t feel ignored due to the abuse of the social media
by the other partner. It is also recommended to decrease the amount of hours
spent on Facebook and whatsapp and that we must use the social media
platforms in ways to enhance the quality time among the couples. This can
happen by controlling ourselves, leaving the mobiles away while being together
with the couple.. Also, there is a good technique when the couples go out
together, they decide not to look at their mobiles and if one looked at it, he will
pay a Rine that goes to charity for example. Moreover, the couples may subscribe
in less mobile internet package to force having less time spent on social media
and internet. Or there are new and free mobile applications that can limit the
social media usage per person. The person decides on the number of hours he/
she is willing to spend on the social media, and if one exceeded this limit, the
social media will be automatically blocked or stopped from usage. This
application is called “Stay Focused”.

Talking about the recommendations for the couples to get rid of the
emotional inRidelity, this must come from inside. They must put themselves in
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the place of the deceived partner and if they would like to be deceived and be in
his/her place. Yet, any search and any chat can be easily deleted from the
history and such checking out is not 100% reliable. Also, there are some acts
that can be mental ones only such as mental comparison between the partner
and other one on the social media platform. Such an act cannot be discovered,
and still it just comes from the inside and integrity of the person. And that there
are some acts that the partners must stop doing on the social media platforms
such as getting rid of the relationship status, to imply that one is single. And to
stop navigating and searching for the old or former partner on such social
media platforms. Also, it is important to note that the couples have to be aware
that social media provides lots of comparisons even if it is a mental one. It
makes the person disgrace his life, and have a lower self-esteem and to believe
that the grass is greener in the other side, leading to emotional inRidelity. This
may lead to separation or divorce at the end of the day.

Furthermore, regarding the online apps, it is recommended that it must
be used only by the single ones who are searching for their other half, and not
to be misused by the couples in relationships for cheating reasons. Also, there
are some tips for the couple to ensure that the other partner is not engaged in
online dating apps relationships. First, the couples must have the passwords of
the mobiles and social media accounts of each other. Second, the marital status
must be included in the social media profliles and connected with the name and
prokile of the other couples; this is to ensure the presence of the partner in
one’s life to the contacts on the profile. Third, there are some apps that show
the hidden social protiles of the partners. And above all, instead of spying on the
other partner, it is important to note that if one feels happy, satiskies and
comfortable in his/her relation, he/she wouldn’t seek emotional support from
someone else. So, it is recommended that the couples get away of the social
media platforms and enjoy the quality time together to get away from the
emotional infRidelity.
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Introduction:

Technology is around us everywhere and everything we do. Nowadays,
students everywhere depend on technology and use it daily. Technology plays
an important role in their routine life. They use technology for entertainment,
searching, learning, and getting new information.

Education should adopt technology and improve its system, to cope with
young and new generations and attract their attention and interests. And to
cope with all academic systems all over the world.

There are several compelling reasons for incorporating technology into the
instruction of journalism and mass communication. As technology plays an
increasingly important role in our lives, it becomes vital and essential to expose
journalism students to technology.

Some scholars concluded it their studies that any faculty of Mass
Communication, especially Journalism departments does not adjust new
technology and apply new methods is ignoring and does not understand the
rapid change in the environment.

Technology helps and supports people to connect. Also, people can discuss
and share ideas. It also helps to develop new communities of inquiry and
exploration.

This paper focus on the importance of technology usage in teaching especially
on higher education, and its impact on students of Mass Communication.

Some of the Educational institutions started to depend on Ebook system.
Students study their curriculum from E-books through the internet, they do not
have any printed publications to study from. As a student, all that you need are
a computer and internet.

Academic teaching staff and educators should make the application of
integrating new methods of technology with the academic curriculums
meaningful and expressive to students.

The Teaching staff has to work hard to update their knowledge and skills in
the education process and use technology in teaching. Also, they have to cope
with their students and decrease the knowledge gap of technology between
them.
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Using technology will call for a huge and main change in the performance of
students. Students will Rind interesting materials that will encourage him to
attend classes. Also, new techniques in teaching technology can help in
changing difficult courses too easy and simple ones.

Types of technology that can be used in teaching:

e Media sharing: to exchange and create messages and media content with
audience and peers.

e Websites: Web-based services that allow users access and create and edit
pages.
e Online games and virtual worlds: a themed atmosphere that makes

interaction with other internet games player from different places all over the
world.

 Blogging: A type of websites that designed by bloggers (freelancers), where
they can post their opinions, and fans can comment.

« Digital manipulation: Publishing images, photos, video and audio often
involves editing of that content in some fashion, such as simply for length or
cropping to Rit a screen or other media space.

eChat in courses: chatting between groups through the internet and chatting
rooms.

 Syndication: Users can ‘subscribe’ in websites so that they are automatically
notikied and knew of any changes or updates to message content.

« Social networking: Websites that help friends and groups to interact with
each other’s and socialize.

* Recommender systems: Websites that combined and tag user preferences
for items and thereby make recommendations.

How can technology help in solving Education problems?

A) First education problems:
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1) Students’ problems:

- Using traditional ways of teaching may let students feel bored to attend
classes.

- Students who have visual and hearing problems.
- Students who have poor accommodating.
- Students who suffer from lack of concentration.

2) Curriculum problems:

- Long and boring curriculums, cannot be Rinished during the semester.
- Theoretical parts longer than practical ones.
- Difficult materials that sophisticated the education chain.

3) Education institutions:

- Full capacity of classes.
- Wasting of time during vacations.

- Some institutions do not apply credit hours system.

B) Second technology solutions:

1) Students’ problems:

- Using technology may lead students to feel more interest to attend their
classes.

- Animation and music during tutorials can help students who are differently
disabled.

- Technology can change difficult information to be easier and simpler.
- Technology can grab students’ attention and keep them alert.

2) Curriculum problems:

- Try to shorten the curriculum by watching tutorials on the internet.

- Increase practical work grades.
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- Technology can change difRicult materials to be easier and simpler.

3) Education institutions:

- Computers can help students to interact with their instructors.

- Students can refresh their minds or brain by using computers during long
vacations.

- Technology help students to cover missing points that they have lost during
their semesters.

BeneCits of using technology in class:

The Internet helps students to have an immediate access to answer easily
what is in their textbooks. Students try to Rind answers through the internet.
They simply say “let's google it”. internet helps instructors and give them a good
opportunity to Rind out the best answers for students, and for students’ internet
give then the right and proper guidance to Rind the correct answers and sources.

Using internet inside the class let teachers or instructors show students
how to Rind best sources to get the right information.

Flexibility is also a great movement in the using technology, and students who
trained on using technology in classes today will be more adapted, and much
easier for them to using when they got graduated and enter the job market.

The importance of using technology in the educational process helps students
to have digital literacy and increase and improve their elements and skills in
their work.

Merged learning method keeps students focused for a long period of time
without being exhausted. It also makes them feel more excited and eager to
know more especially in practical courses.

Technology new techniques, like smart boards, tablets, learning websites, are
always encourage students and improve their attendance. Also, improve the
ways of students’ access to get the information and interact with it. Technology
help students to engage with their instructors for a long time.
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But technology still faces obstacles and barriers in order to be implemented
in educational institution globally. The cost of it is really high not all institution
can afford to provide it in their classes.

Objective:

To know the impact of using technology in Mass Communication schools
and departments on the academic motivation and performance of the students,
and how it effects on their achievements.

Problem statement:

Students and young generations use technology in all Rields, so academic
and education systems should cope with this new technique. AS it's a good
chance to apply new methods and technology systems inside classes to attract
students. And also, prepare them to join the new and advanced markets when
they got graduated.

Operational DeCinitions:

1. Performance: it is the outcome of results and conclusions showing the
efficiency of production of a certain process.

2. Educational Productivity: education industry that measures the production
of students work and achievements.

3. Motivation: to be a motive or inspired by something towards something or
someone.

4. Interest: grabbing attention, showing curiosity or being attracted to
something.

5. Education: knowledge, literacy, skills, culture that is taught to students in
educational institutions like schools and universities.

6. Curriculum: learning contents of education contains, activities, documents,
materials, and syllabus of the education courses.

7. Internet: The international network that connects computers together.

8. Computer: An electronic device that has a high memory storage, where
people can Rinish their work easier and faster, by input data and receive it as
output results.
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9. Application: A kind of software or a program that can install on your device
that can be used in a certain situation.

10. Computer literacy: the elements and skills of the individual that can help
him to use the computer and understand its technology, in order to help him to
Rinish his work and duties faster.

11. Online: to connect with servers of another computer on internet

Literature review:

The researchers tried to get examples of studies that show the importance of
technology in general. According to (Mohammed T.Al-Hariri, 2017), this study
was conducted to investigate the possible relationship between students' use of
technology and their achievements and performance, this study applied at Rive
health colleges of the University of Dammam, on students study physiology
courses

This study observed a significant relationship between students' use of
technology and their achievements in health colleges. The study concluded that
the devices that have been used heavily were: laptops (50%) and phones (42%)
followed by tablets (7%) and desktop computers (0.5%). This paper shows that
usage of technology at health colleges increased students’ achievements and let
them understand their courses better and knew the new methods and medical
techniques.

While (Khe Foon Hew, 2013) this paper discuss how technology helps
students in schools to understand their classes and their curriculum better and
how visual education is important. The use of such techniques would be useful
to educators interested in fostering student learning through advanced ways of
learning.

Articles that merely described anecdotal studies such as student perception
or feeling toward learning using technology or studies that relied on student
self-report data such as student questionnaire survey and interview were
excluded.

The results showed that students who exposed to new learning techniques
that have been applied from their educators, get more interested in classes and
also have a good academic performance. While traditional ways of teaching let
students feel so boring and sometimes they lose interests to continue their
classes.
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For, (Ru- Chu Shih 2011) the study wanted to examine the effect of
integrating Facebook and peer assessment in English writing courses. The
study will use a blended teaching approach consisted of part of the semester
using class instructions only, and the other part use class instruction plus peer
assessment and Facebook.

The sample was 23 students, major English department, at a technological
university in Taiwan. The study applied to 18 weeks of English writing classes.
The students divided into three groups. The study applied both qualitative and
quantitative approaches. Research instruments included pre-test and post-test
of English writing skills, tools of the study were, a self-developed survey
questionnaire, and in-depth student interviews.

The Rindings suggest that integrate peer assessment and using Facebook in
learning English writing can be interesting and effective for college-level
English writing classes. Students can improve their English writing skills and
knowledge more than using class instruction alone. In addition, this Facebook
integrated instruction can signikicantly enhance students' interest and
motivation.

Educators depend on technology to improve their curriculum, especially in
media and information system courses. Also, to help the students to enter the
market easily after they got graduated from college

According to (El Maniee, 2007), the study aimed to know how educational
institution depends on education technology. Also, aimed to know the level of
technology usages. The study applied to some of the educational institutions in
Saudi Arabia.

The study concluded that, weakness in educators and teaching skills towards
using new technology in their works. Using internet is still in its primitive way.
Education institutions use only PowerPoint and electronic dictionary in their
academic work and do not know the other techniques.

According to (El Lamiee, 2007), the study aimed to know if schools in El
Khobar use a computer in their educational system or not and to what extent.
The sample was (99) from teaching staff. The results showed that education
institutions use technology effectively and to a high extent. Computers help a lot
in achieving lots of work. The teaching staff has good training sessions that
reklect on their work and process. There is a good desire from the staff to
change for the better.
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And for (ElHazmy, 2005), the study aimed to know the usage of academic
staff and university students in (Makkah El Mokrama) city for the internet in
their study. Also, to know what are the barriers and obstacles that face them
while they are using the internet. The sample was (249) teaching staff, (472)
students.

The study concluded that (66%) from the teaching staff use the internet in
teaching, and (44%) from the students. Also, the study showed that there is a
correlation between using the internet and the major (type) of the faculty.
There is another correlation between using the internet as students, and its
existence in the university and lack of having computer labs.

According to (Daloo,2004), this study aimed how education institutions in
Jordon applied technology. What are the obstacles and barriers that faced them
during this application? Two surveys distributed on (351) educator.

The results showed that the institutions succeeded in applying technology in
the administration Rield more than the academic one. Also, those institutions
still have lots of work to achieve a good level in using technology even in
administration work.

The study recommended that the interviewees should take advanced training
sessions and courses in how to use technology in their work.

According to (Brynildssen, 2003), this study aimed to know how Technology
Use in the mass communication Rield and how journalists and media
practitioners depend on it, the study showed that using technology can help in
incorporating different majors together like digital Journalism department, this
department combines between two majors in mass communication which are
Journalism and Broadcasting.

And by broadening their categories and integrating the new with the
traditional, educators better prepare journalism students for both a workplace
and a world that are being reshaped by technology.

As for (Lucinda Lea,2001), this study aimed to know the Impact of
technology on teaching and learning on students, the study applies a survey of
students of MTSU faculty to know the importance of instructional technology in
teaching and learning while pointing out areas for further development, results
of the survey showed that the awesome majority of MTSU faculty and students
believe in the value of instructional technology.
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The Theoretical framework of the study:

First: Hertzberg’'s Two-Factor Theory (Contactzilla 2014):

This theory was developed by Frederick Herzberg during the 1950’s. The
scientist wants to examine two important factors of motivation which are:
Motivator factors and Hygiene factors.

Frederick analyzed sample was 200 employees (engineers and accountant).
He asked them about their job satisfaction, and about what they feel towards it.
Herzberg concluded that there are two important factors inRluence those
employees. Those two factors are satisfaction and motivation.

1. Motivator factors: all the factors that can lead to motivate and satiskied
employees to enjoy their work and to produce more. Like, feeling familiar, enjoy
working and to feel that he is appreciated.

2. Hygiene factors - Absence of important factors can lead to dissatisfaction and
lack of motivation. These factors can lead to dissatisfaction and a lack of
motivation if they are absent. Examples include salary, good relation with
managers, company rules, awards, benelits.

According to Herzberg'’s observation, although hygiene factors and motivator
lead motivation but every factor work independently and alone.

While motivator factors increased employee satisfaction and motivation, the
absence of these factors didn’t necessarily cause dissatisfaction. while the
presence of hygiene factors didn’t appear to increase satisfaction and
motivation but their absence caused an increase in dissatisfaction.

Motivator factors in work atmosphere include the following: achievement,
advancement recognition, responsibility, and the possibilities of growth.

While Hygiene factors include the following: company policy, work
conditions, relationship with peers, supervisors, relationship with supervisors,
salary, personal life, status, and job security.

In applying Herzberg's theory to this study, students’ performance directly
related to the outcome of technology experience and may be considered
motivators or satiskiers (success and understanding).
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On the other hand, the absence of technology and using traditional teaching
methods may be considered similar to hygiene factors or dissatiskies that may
cause dissatisfaction but not satisfaction.

Second: Diffusion of Innovation Theory:

The researcher applied the theory of diffusion of innovation to help and
explain how the new technology will be adopted by the mass communication
staff in order to spread the use of this new technology for improving students’
performance. Such a theory will help us to understand how the mass
communication staff can use technology in order to improve students’ academic
performance and motivation.

Diffusion theory says that people adopt a new idea and understand it only
after going through the following Rive separate stages:

Awareness: The individual has been exposed to the idea.
Interest: The idea has to arouse the individual.
Evaluation: The individual must consider the idea as potentially useful.

Trial: the individual tries out the idea of others.

S

Adoption: this represents Rinal acceptance of the idea after having
successfully passed through the four earlier stages.

The researcher will explore the phenomena of the new technology in mass
communication in relation to the performance of the mass communication
students’ academic performance, and see whether the adoption of the
technology will have an impact on the performance of or not.

Questions of the study:

The main research question is:

What is the effect of technology usage on students’ performance and
motivation?

Four sub-questions arose from the main one:
1- What s the effect of Technology on Students' Self-efRiciency?
2- What s the effect of Technology on students’ active learning plans?

3- What is the effect of Use Technology on Students' achievement Goals?
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4- What s the effect of Use Technology on Learning Environment Motivation?

Method and material:

The researcher conducted a survey and applied it on (200 students) in
Faculty of Mass Communication at (MSA university) in Egypt to know the effect
and impact of using technology on their motivation and academic performance.

The survey distributed on different classes in the faculty of mass
communication with the help of the instructor to explain the questionnaire
carefully to students.

Results:
The main research question is

What is the effect and impact of technology usage on students’
performance and motivation?

To answer the research's main question, the 4 sub- question resultants from it
should be answered as follows:

Cirst sub -question
1. Whatis the effect of Technology on Students' Self efCiciency?

Table (1):

[tems Strong | Agre | Neutr | Disagr | Strong | Mai | s -1k Ran
1 yle al ee 1 y|n deviati k
agree disagr on

| 196 12 3 1 1 4,64 0.632 48991

succeeded 11

in relating 1 92.01 |5.63/1.40/0.46 0.46

previous | % % o % %

0

knowledg

e to newly

acquired

on by

[am 194 15 |2 1 1 4,621 0.728 |505.1|2
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confident 03
about 91.07|7.05 /093 10.46|/0.46

understan

ding

difficult

[ am sure | 171 34 4 3 1 453/ 0.681 |399.1/|3
that I can 2

do well on 08/00.28 %5.9 1.87 |1.40 00/0. 46

helps get | 166 40 3 2 2 441 0.870 |337.2 /4
the expect | o2 " 1g7]1.40 093 | 093 3
informatio ) 7 ) ) :

help 157 |45 8 1 1 433 0.945 2929 4.33
discussion 6

in the 73.70 [21.1/3.75 |0.46/0.46

class 2 % %

The results showed that relating previous knowledge to the new one on
became in the Rirst rank with main (4.64), and s- deviation (0.632), and this may
return to students have the desire to increase their knowledge and information trying to
attribute the new information with the old that they already restore it in their memories,
while understanding difRicult concepts, by using technology became in the
second rank with main (4.62), and s- deviation (0.728), and this is the second
step after enriching their old information the new ones may contain difRicult
terms so the students here use technology in order to understand and get more
explanation, and by technology technologies, doing well in exams is in the third
rank with main (4.53),and s- deviation (0.681).

Then, for helping to get the expect information, it became in the fourth rank
with main (4.41), and s- deviation (0.870), Rinally the last rank is Using

technology help discussion in the class with main (4.33), and s- deviation
(0.945).

Answering the second sub -question
2- What s the effect of Technology on students’ active learning plans?

Table (2):
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[tems Stron | Agr| Neut Disagr | Stron Mai s -1k Ran

gl yee ee gl yn deviat k

ral . .
agree disagr ion
ee

By using 188 20 |3 1 1 44710841 38651
technologie 2
s,Icanget |[88.28 (938 140 0.46 0.46
information % %
from
different
help me 185 18 |7 2 1 4.38|/0.766 |315.5|2
learn new
concepts 86.85 |8.45 | 3.28 |0.93 0.46
Things 1 154 49 |5 3 2 4.35/0.770 12919 3
learn from
technology 7230 | 23.0|2.34 |1.40% | 0.93
Help 0
interact
with
colleagues
help me 149 54 |6 2 2 4.2710.827 | 257.7 | 4
learn from
others and 69.95 | 25.32.81 |0.93 0.93
reklect on 5
what they

The results showed that using different sources to get information took the
highest rank with main (4.47) and s- deviation (0.841), and here may return to
the importance of diversity and different perspectives and how students want
to check different sources in order to get credible information then technology
helping in knowing new concepts is in the second rank with main (4.38) and s-
deviation (0.766), this may shows that students have the desire and want to
expose to new concepts and understand more about new terms and concepts.

And the results also so showed that interactions with colleagues inside the
class, came in the third rank with main (4.35) and s- deviation (0.770), and for
Using technologies help me learn from others and reklect on what they know,
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with main (4.27) and s- deviation (0.827), this may show the importance of

tutorials on internet as students try to get experience from others.

Answering the third sub -question
3- What is the effect of Use Technology on Students' achievement

Goals??
Table (3)
[tems Stron| Agr | Neut  Disag | Stron Mai|s -1k Rank
gl yee ree gl yn deviati
ral .
agree disagr on
ee
technologie | 138 |55 |10 5 5 42310933 [229.1|1
s help me 6
in solving | 64.78 | 25.8 | 4.69 234 | 2.34
a difficult 2
problem
technologie | 125 75 10 2 1 4.19/0.902 214.0| 2
s are useful 2
for 58.68 [35.2 (4.69 |0.93 0.46
organizing 1 %
help meto | 109 90 |8 4 2 4.09| 0.952 19293
studyat o) 10 422 375 187 093
home on : c : . . )
weekends
and before
class
help mein | 102 94 |10 5 2 4.09| 0.949 17754
atalninga ;g0 443 469 234 093 2
good score ' 1 ' : ' :
in a test
increase 100 103 | 8 1 1 3.98/ 0.983 14995
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confidence

about the 46.94 | 48.3 | 3.75 ?.46 00.46
content in 5 % %
courses

The results showed that knowing how to solve difRicult problems took the
highest rank with main (4.23) and s- deviation (0.933), and this result may
show how students depend on this type of technology in order to achieve their
goals for example in answering their assignments or get writing a paper or
apply a case study, then organize learning with main (4.19) and s- deviation
(0.902), and for studying at home and during weekends came in the third rank
with main (4.09) and s- deviation (0.952), and this shows how students depend
on technology when they are out of campus or could not reach their professor,
so they take web.2.0 as a guideline during weekends or while they are studying
at home.

The results also showed that by attaining a high score took the fourth rank
among others achievements goals, with main (4.09) and s- deviation (0.949), and
here we can Rind some students try to practice by answering samples of pass
papers or samples of tests on internet in order to train themselves before their
exams inside their classes at last increase depth in courses material and content
with main (4.09) and s- deviation (0.949).

Answering the fourth sub -question
4-What s the effect of Use Technology on Learning Environment

Motivation?

Table (4)
Stron| Agr | Neut  Disag | Stron Mai|s - k Rank
gl yee ral ree gl yn deviati
agree disagr on
ee
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By using 151 55 |5 1 1 445/ 0.680 [22041
technology,
the teacher | 70.89 | 25.8 1234 0.46/0.46
pays 2 % %
attention to
the teacher | 142 61 7 2 1 4.4410.745 345.2| 2
doesnot | 6 286328 093 |0.46
puta ) : ) ) ) 0.
lot of %
pressure
on me by
the teacher | 138 66 |6 1 2 439/0.719 [324.3/3
usesd 64.78 1309 281 | 0.46 093
variety of ' 3 ' : ' :
teaching %
[ am willing | 140 60 |8 3 2 4.3710.755 310.5/ 4
to
participate 65.72 28.1 3.75 [1.40/0.93
as the %
content is
the 134 69 |5 4 1 433/0.766 |283.7|5
students
6291 (32.3/2.34 |1.87 0.46
are 9 %

The results showed that the teacher pays attention to me took the Rirst rank
with main (4.45) and s- deviation (0.680), the result may show that students
want to prove themselves in front their instructors and also want to have more
conkident in themselves, so they try to enrich their knowledge by using this type
of technology. Then, the teacher does not put pressure on me came in the
second rank with main (4.44) and s- deviation (0.745), and here it seems that
technology help the student to cope with his instructor and not to feel stress in
class, and for the teacher uses a variety of teaching methods took the third rank
with main (4.39) and s- deviation (0.719), students always want to see that their
instructors use different technique in order to succeed in grabbing their
attentions and not feel bored in class, changing in ways of explanation engage
students until end of classes.
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The results also showed that willing to participate as the content is
interesting, took the forth rank, with main (4.37) and s- deviation (0.755), this
changeable will increase the motive at students to participate and grab their
attention to participate in class as they feel excited and know new information
by interesting ways, for students are involved in discussions came in the Rifth
rank, with main (4.33) and s- deviation (0.766) , all the above help the student
to participate in class and also to be excited to attend his classes.

The four sub-questions helped a lot in answering the main question of the
study, and to know the effect and impact of technology in increasing the
performance of students. It also shows that using technology in teaching and
studying helps students to be more motivated to ask and know. It also
encourages students to participate in class.

Students become eager to expose to others experiences and learn from them.
Also, understanding new concepts and know more about new terms and
concepts.

Conclusion:

- Technology has a great impact on students’ motivation and performance to
learn, they try to relate previous knowledge to newly acquired, understand
difficult concepts as Self-efficiency.

- Technology has a great impact on students’ motivation and performance to
learn, they try to can get information from different sources too, learn new
concepts, interact with colleagues in class, to learn from others and reklect on
what they know, as active learning plans.

- Technology helps me in solving a difficult problems technology has a great
impact on students’ motivation and performance to learn, to organize learning,
to study at home on weekends and before class meetings, to achieve their goals.
- Technology has a great impact on students’ motivation and performance to
learn, in order to let the instructors, pay attention to them, not to have a lot of
pressure from the instructors, as Learning Environment motivation.

- Usage of new technologies affects the improvement of education and
enhances the educational process. It also gives a good chance for students and
educators to share information and ideas together.

- Technology helps in knowing and applying new teaching methods and

strategies. Educators can use technology to change the core of the curriculum
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and to improve the courses materials in order to attract the students and let
them feel more interest.

- The results showed that technology has a great impact on students’
performance and motivation.

- Educational technology gives a good chance for students to exchange
knowledge through the internet or chat rooms. Students can interact with their
instructors or foreign instructors through E-learning.

Technology considers a tool that helps students communicate with the global

world with least money cost.
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